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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good evening,
ladies and gentlemen. I'd like to call the
work session to order with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

(The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Rol1l, call,
please, Marylynn.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Mikolaczyk?

MR. MIKOLACZYK: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Lettieri
is absent. Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Here. Once

again, ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
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public work session of 01d Forge Borough.
Tonight is Tuesday, September 2nd. The
purpose of the meeting will be to set the
agenda for our regular meeting which will be
September 16th at 7 p.m.

Before we go into our regular
business of our work section the mayor has
somebody from our borough that he would Tike
to recognize, then we'll get back into our
regular meeting.

MAYOR LEGG: If you don't know this
gentleman, Mike Bartoletti, if the Tast name
sounds familiar it should because his
sweetheart is sitting over there. Mike
recently won his 400th game as head baseball
coach at the University of Scranton, which
is an accomplishment in and of itself. From
what I've gathered you won 123 games when
you were the coach at Lackawanna. Is that
true?

MR. BARTOLETTI: Yes.

MAYOR LEGG: So 523 wins. I don't
care if you're playing Little Sisters of the
Poor. That's a heck of an accomplishment.

I'm sure you get good players. I'm sure
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they have good morals, principles and values
like you have and that's what makes a
successful story.

I have a 1ittle something I'd like
to present to you. I wanted -- and by the
way, I approached your wife and asked her if
I could do this. She didn't approach me.

If anybody says anything, you tell them come
see me.

This award is presented to Mike
Bartoletti, head baseball coach of the
University of Scranton, in recognition of
his 400th coaching victory which came
against Susquehanna on March 30th of this
year. Congratulations.

MR. BARTOLETTI: Thank you very
much. First of all, I want to thank council
and Mayor Legg for this recognition. You
know, it's a labor a love, obviously, what I
do. I work with a great University, a great
sport, really good players, and the whole
network around the program is very good.
Again, I think everybody knows that without
my wife I probably wouldn't be standing here

at this time. She's behind me, she supports
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me. I'm out of the house countless hours.
Again, it starts with her and she's the
foundation and everything.

MAYOR LEGG: You're a lucky man.

MR. BARTOLETTI: Again, I want to
thank everybody and I appreciate the award.
Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, once
again congratulations. We're going to begin
the work session. We're going to start
first with our DPW manager, Joe Lenceski.
Joe, anything for this evening or the agenda
coming up?

MR. LENCESKI: Nothing.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Joe?

MAYOR LEGG: Thanks for checking
that out for me today. Yesterday was a
holiday. People expect business as usual.
Give us a break. Thank you,

MR. MIKOLACZYK: Thanks for checking
the Tist as well that I sent the last time.
Thanks for checking out Amity and Winter,
and the Angela Drive thing, too.

MR. HOOVER: In front of Jonathan's
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house, the swale. It Tooks 1ike an asphalt
swale. That first alley going down Dunn.
Denise Domiano.

MR. LENCESKI: There's one house on
it.

MR. HOOVER: Right there across the
street, the gutter. It looks 1ike the water
is eating the asphalt away, a 1ittle swale.

MR. LENCESKI: I had subsidence up
the street from there Tast week.

MR. HOOVER: It seems 1like one
section, about 200 feet. The water seems to
be getting under the road.

MR. LENCESKI: There is a storm
water line that runs in that area. I'11 get
Mike Ford to camera it.

MR. HOOVER: I guess there's a joint
missing and water's getting outside the
pipe, creating that swale. You'll see it.
It goes right to the catch basin. Then one
on Maple. Maybe we should One Call that one
on Maple because the water company just did
a water project there.

MR. LENCESKI: Okay.

MR. BUTLER: East Grace Street, the
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cars were falling in that hole. Some guy
bottomed out Tast Friday.

MR. LENCESKI: 1I'11 send Mike Ford
out every opportunity that he has. He
cameras lines, he's been sucking out storm
water catch basins. He's been nonstop for
us.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Truck's been
all over the place. Any members have
anything for Joe? Joe, thank you.

Dave Lopatka, engineer, anything for
this evening or for the agenda?

MR. LOPATKA: Just to reiterate on
Pagnotti Park, I will call Linde. I did
talk to them a week and a half ago. They're
supposed to get me a schedule when they're
supposed to be getting started. I will push
them and make sure they get started soon.

I've been going back and forth with
Hoffman Construction for the electrical,
approving submittals. They've been sending
in submittals for the pole bases and some
other stuff that has to go along with the
lighting project. Once he gets that -- he

ordered everything. There was some time
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delay in getting some of that equipment. So
he did order it and we've been approving the
submittals. He should be getting started
soon as well.

The cost estimate for those couple
projects, I'1T1 send it to Marylynn. We do
have them. Just so you guys have them
before the next meeting.

Other than that, I don't have
anything for the meeting itself.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Dave?

MR. KOMENSKY: Dave?

MR. LOPATKA: I knew that one was
coming. So we called a few different
architects. We don't have an architect
in-house for that. I don't really trust a
couple of the locals to do that, so we have
two people that we have in mind. Once we
get them we'll get a layout together, we'll
get the structural side and the NBT stuff.
The NBT stuff and the structural side we can
do in-house. We just need kind of the
layout from the architect. So we should

have that soon. Once we have that we'll put
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together what we need to put together to get
a cost estimate together so Marylynn has a
plan and a cost estimate so if there's any
grants --

MR. KOMENSKY: We need to go back
down there and relook at that gate
situation.

MR. HOOVER: We have to.

MR. KOMENSKY: Can we meet down
there?

MR. LOPATKA: Call me and schedule
it to get something on the calendar and I'1]
come down.

MR. HOOVER: Everybody knows what
we're spending to haul trees and bushes and
it's crazy. It's not just 01d Forge people.
It's everybody else. People are doing yard
work, they're getting paid to put it on
their truck and they're bringing it to us
and they're dropping it free of charge. I
understand you can't have someone there
24/7. You can't look at the cameras 24/7.

I was down there the other day and there was
two guys there from Moosic with pickup

trucks filled with stuff. Everybody knows
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10
what we're paying to get rid of it. It's
twice a week, almost.

MR. LENCESKI: Definitely one a
week .

MR. HOOVER: That's a lot of money
the borough's putting out for people that
are getting paid to put trees in.

MR. LOPATKA: We have to kind of
brainstorm on that. Some kind of gate or
something that everybody doesn't have a code
to a gate to get in.

MR. LENCESKI: 1I'd be interested 1in
a fob gate.

MR. LOPATKA: Who has the fob?

MR. LENCESKI: DPW workers.

MR. LOPATKA: If you don't have
somebody to open the gate you can't get in.

MR. HOOVER: That's what I want to
happen.

MR. LENCESKI: The engineer that
gave the class, he was also an engineer for
his own borough. Through a grant what they
did was they had a primary gate and a
secondary gate. The primary gate they

allowed yard waste in, access to that area.
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Then they had to come and purchase a fob
from the borough. Therefore, they knew who
was coming in the area. Then the secondary
gate would only allow the DPW crew, park and
rec crew to get into the area of our garage,
where the compactor is, our trash can,
everything else.

MR. HOOVER: Everybody's cutting
bushes and trees down. I went by it wasn't
too bad. I come back two days later it was
almost filled.

MR. LOPATKA: You guys fill the
dumpsters?

MR. LENCESKI: We use the backhoe
and we fill a four yard dumpster.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Joe, the first
gate residents get fobs that were purchased
and allowed to go in and drop it, and then
after that would be the gate for staff?

MR. LENCESKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good idea.

MR. KOMENSKY: We have to go back
down there with Dave. We did talk about
that. Right?

MR. HOOVER: We'd have to put the
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gate almost 30 feet from the first gate
that's there, at our property line so that
they know enough not -- they can't dump on
the other guy's property.

MR. LOPATKA: We can definitely look
at that.

MR. KOMENSKY: We'll let you know.

MR. HOOVER: Put a fence there with
a gate and a camera. We have to come up
with something because it's not cost
effective to have everybody else dumping
there. It's hard to keep up with them.

MR. LENCESKI: The occurrence down
at Miles Street, I can spend a couple hours
trying to find out when the situation
occurred.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Unless you
know the exact date and time something might
happen you can go back, but to review it all
it's hard.

MR. LENCESKI: We found a lot of
people illegally dumping in our dumpster.

We still have pictures of what was
vandalized at Miles Street. It's tough to

pinpoint what happened at that one,
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obviously.

MR. HOOVER: Spending a 1ot of
useless money for something that we can fix,
I think.

MR. LENCESKI: It's definitely a
great investment in the long haul.

MR. HOOVER: People get the hint
they can't dump there no more. I was hoping
it would be just for the borough. How many
days a week do we pick up yard waste?

MR. LENCESKI: Thursdays and
Fridays.

MR. HOOVER: Eight days a month.
Think it should just be for the borough.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Bright lights,
a camera and a sign that says you're on
camera, it's going to cut it down 90
percent.

MR. LENCESKI: I have cameras, I
have a sign that says "smile, you're on
camera."

MR. HOOVER: The guy was pretty
shrewd. He didn't even go in. He just went
in the gate, backed up over stuff that was

already there and just jumped out, threw it
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off. He was there five minutes and he had a
full truck.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: At nighttime
Replica already has some bright lights there
which really keeps that area 1it up. But
with our own equipment there that would
definitely make things a lot better.

MR. HOOVER: In the meantime just
have to keep locking the gate. I know it's
a pain in the butt. Just keep locking the
gate.

MR. LENCESKI: We park the one
explorer to stop people from dumping on
the --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mixed 1in with
the gravel and the patch and the grass gets
all mixed 1in.

MR. KOMENSKY: That's all.

MR. HOOVER: We really have to do
something.

MR. LOPATKA: Give me a call, we'll
finalize that. Will figure out what we need
to do.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other

members have any questions for the engineer?
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Thanks, Dave.

Jason Dubernas, Chief, good evening.
Anything for this evening or for the
upcoming agenda?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Nothing. The only
thing, I sent out to you guys this afternoon
about the incident at the park, a group of
nine juveniles. Other than that, that it's.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any members
have any questions for the chief? Thanks,
Chief.

Assistant fire chief, Bill Stull,
anything for tonight or for the upcoming
agenda?

MR. STULL: Nothing at all.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Bill? Thanks, Bill.
Before we go down the table we'll go to
public comment. Stephen Doherty? Good
evening.

MR. DOHERTY: I'd like to complain
about the light pole that we just got put on
Winter Street. It's the third 1ight pole on
that side around our house. It's shining

right in our room. I looked through the
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minutes from the last couple months and I
couldn't find any publiic comment about when
this was going on or when it was discussed.
We never got any kind of notice or anything
that this was going on. We didn't have a
chance to object to it or say anything about
it. The first notice we had anything about
it when it was going in the ground.

It's shining right on the whole
front of our house. It's really annoying.
I don't know if you can do something about
it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The only thing
I can tell you, the public comment that was
addressed, I think it was addressed by six
or seven residents last year, around
December. They came to a meeting. They
were asking to install a streetlight over
there because it was dark. They asked us
about doing something with the intersection
over there. That was the initiative that I
can remember. Correct me if I'm wrong.
That's when I remember everything began
taking place over there. I would say --

don't quote me --
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MS. BARTOLETTI: It was first
discussed in November. The first meeting
was November of last year. I can give you
copies. There's a couple different dates
that it was brought up. It was a small
discussion about it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Getting back
to it, Steve, there wouldn't have been any
vote on it. It was just a collective
decision that we authorized the borough
manager and DPW manager to go ahead and
order the 1ight because it falls under the
threshold, correct, of us sending it out to
bid? So the items or projects that cost
above $12,600 we have to write resolutions
for and vote on. Anything under that we can
authorize the borough manager to move
forward with. I think the Tight came to
around -- how much?

MS. BARTOLETTI: I think the one
part of it was just under $3,000, then the
monthly cost of an extra Tight.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So in the
minutes you would have to go back or we can

get you them. The Tlast time we discussed
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it, I think, at a meeting was -- I'm looking
at you, Joe -- I want to say around June?

MS. BARTOLETTI: It was discussed 1in
May .

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: And we were
waiting to hear back from PPL when they were
going to give us an estimated date when they
were going to come out.

But getting back to the 1ight in
your --

MR. DOHERTY: It's shining in the
second floor of the house.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We were
supposed to contact PPL to come back and
adjust it. Did they come back?

MR. LENCESKI: Those 1lights are
patterned every three houses going down the
street, then there wasn't a light until the
corner of Albion.

MR. DOHERTY: There 1is one right on
the other side. Now you have two Tights on
both ends of the fntersection on either side
of my house.

MR. LENCESKI: The closest one would

be --
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MR. DOHERTY: Nicholas.

MR. LENCESKI: After the meeting
I'TT go there.

MS. BARTOLETTI: After I got the
information from Steve and I sent it out to
all of you just so you'd be aware of it,
then Joe and I checked on it. We were there
again today just trying to get an idea of
where it is and where all the other Tlights
are. Is it overkill, is it just the way
it's facing or whatever. I know, Councilman
Butler, you had brought up about trying to
put a cover on it or something. It's not
that type of 1light, so we're going to call
them and ask them if they could just try to
adjust it a 1ittle bit.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Marylynn made
us aware about two weeks ago. When you're
driving past it, when I looked at it -- and
I'm no Tight expert -- it seemed that the
light was up. When I looked at it, it was a
little bright. So I think when PPL goes
there and they adjust it it should be okay.
It seems Tike it has to come down a 1ittle

bit just when you're driving by. Then, when
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I was driving past those other Tights, you
looked up at those they're not piercing your
eye. This one seems to be pointed up a
little bit. Again, I could be wrong, so
we'll until PPL gets there.

MR. DOHERTY: You're definitely
right.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So once they
get there hopefully they can get it
straightened out. I'm sure they will. Just
call the borough office. They'l1l get you
what you need. Anything else?

MR. DOHERTY: That's it.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Ann Smicherko?

MS. SMICHERKO: Well, I came about
another reason, but since we're bringing up
the Tight thank you all for putting that in
there. It was pitch black in front of my
house and the Tight on Nicholas doesn't
shine over our way. I would have preferred
to have the pole put in your yard. It's 1in
my yard. It's wonderful and I'm sure the
Halloweeners will be thrilled this year.
That was a safety issue back in November.

Also, how we're doing on Nicholas.
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That draft was done November 26th that you
did for our street, and Jimmy was around
remeasuring just out of the blue and just
checking things out. So if you can tell me
how that's going and what we're doing. The
buses are already coming by and the cars are
still zipping through that area.

MR. HOOVER: I went there with a
piece of yellow chalk --

MS. SMICHERKO: I know when you
first did the plan it was going to block
everybody's driveways, so it was supposedly
going to be redone and I haven't heard
anything since.

MR. LOPATKA: There were two
versions.

MS. SMICHERKO: I thought it was
decided on the one in the middle. Looking
at the other one there 1is a sewer drain
there. You won't be able to go over it.
That would be their property that you would
be going over if you did put that over
there.

MR. HOOVER: That intersection from

where you make the right you have to stay 40
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feet off the curb because people park their
cars -- those houses that are there, people
park their cars there. That's 18 to 20
feet. That's not when they have something
going on at their house. They park in the
street, next to the curb. So now you have
to be 20 feet away from that to put a car.
You put it 20 feet away from that, I put
some yellow marks down 20 feet off the curb.

Then when I go from the other side
of the curb, next to their house -- their
driveway is on the corner. If I go 40 feet
it brings me six feet away from the opposite
curb. So you can't put an island in front
of their driveway for at least 40 feet.

They have to back out of their driveway.
You're very close to the intersection.

A1l 1it's going to be doing is just a
diamond. It's going to be very small. The
curb at Barsigian's and the curb at their
house, it's going to be very small. It's
not going to be as big as we thought it was
going to be because of the parking people
have there, plus the bus goes through there

and the bus isn't going to make it at 20
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feet if there's a car parked there. You
cannot be taking away from in front of these
people's houses.

MS. SMICHERKO: The bus that goes
through there now has no problem.

MR. HOOVER: Because there's nothing
there. If we put some kind of island or
something in the middle, if there's cars
parked there in front of their houses and
they go through there it's not going to be
enough room for the bus to go through, and
their driveway is right there. This all has
to be Taid out. There's 40 feet off the one
side where the houses are, parked car, the
middle Tane so the bus can get through.

MS. SMICHERKO: This 1is what he's
talking about. Originally you came up with
this. It doesn't have to go all the way up
there and it doesn't have to be cement. Why
can't we temporarily do spray paint?

MR. HOOVER: We're going to just
spray paint it temporarily, see how it
looks.

MS. SMICHERKO: Then maybe

eventually do something inside that other




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

24
area. We're still having trouble with cars
crossing over, shooting out in front of the
street.

MR. HOOVER: It's not something
that's easy to do. Then you have people
across the street you have to worry about,
the Colarusso side, where they come out with
their car.

MS. SMICHERKO: There's a lot of
room for Colarusso. That's Winter Street.

MR. HOOVER: Where they park their
car in front of their house. Not the
driveway.

MS. SMICHERKO: We all park in front
of our houses.

MR. HOOVER: It's 20 feet. So then
you only have 21 feet to the curb on the
opposite side of the road. It's something
that we can do, but I don't know --

MS. SMICHERKO: Parking on one side
only.

MR. HOOVER: I don't know if I want
to paint the whole road.

MR. LOPATKA: Let me take another

shot at it. When this was done I was under
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the impression that everybody parks in their
driveways. If there's cars parking on the
road we'll have to adjust it a Tittle bit.

MS. SMICHERKO: There always was.

MR. HOOVER: People's cars are
parked in front of their house.

MR. BUTLER: That shrinks the lane
that the bus can pull into now. Once
there's a car there, you put a cement thing
there how is that bus going to make that
turn to get in there? You have a 40 foot
bus.

MS. SMICHERKO: How about if we
spray paint first and see.

MR. KOMENSKY: How about before we
do anything we make sure we have a public
meeting, because I'm hearing from the rest
of the neighbors that they don't want it and
I got, Tike, lambasted from people.

MS. SMICHERKO: That's such a safety
issue there with that stop sign.

MR. HOOVER: If they would follow
directions where the stop sign is. If you
bear to the right the stop sign is right

there. You have to stop to make the left.
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MR. KOMENSKY: What I'm saying is we
want to get everybody together so everybody
is in agreement.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: When I posted what
you said I got a Tot of blow back from the
people in the development saying you're not
going to make this a raceway by painting all
these diagonal lines. So to cordon that
off --

MS. SMICHERKO: Well, it's a raceway
now.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: I understand that,
but this is going to be something that's
going to come to remove. This is 1ike the
entrance to that development. This is Tike
the entry. This is a classy place. You're
going to put diagonal paint lines all over
the place -- the best thing is to have a
public meeting to see if the other people in
the development are going to go along with
this. I'm telling you what you need to
know, not what you want to hear.

MS. SMICHERKO: You have Dunbar's.
This is all concrete. Not causing no

trouble,
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MR. KOMENSKY: Which street 1is
Dunbar?

MS. SMICHERKO: Where you go into
the development.

MR. KOMENSKY: If it's Dunbar's
development, then it's George Dunbar's
roads. They don't belong to us.

MS. SMICHERKO: This was the
original plan from our architect there.

They were saying this was going to be all
concrete.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: This 1is what you
sent me.

MS. SMICHERKO: This could be, right
now, temporary just to see how it works. If
it does stop people from shooting out there.
It wouldn't affect their driving Tanes.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: Do you think the
people around the development are going to
support this change? That's the question.

MS. SMICHERKO: They just told me
we're not opposed. That's the public part.
This is going since November,

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: I have a couple

things to say. This was the first time, I
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think, the Dohertys have been here to hear
anything about this. So just to give you a
little history and just to refresh everybody
here -- and again, always correct me if I'm
wrong. When you came here in November with
a few of the residents --

MS. SMICHERKO: Actually before that
because the architect we had for the
November meeting, this is dated that he was
out there previously.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Because you called
in.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: You came to a
meeting with a few people. You came with a
few residents.

MS. BARTOLETTI: That was November
12th.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So I'm just
going to say around that time it started.

We asked the engineer to look at it. Gave
us two options. The first option was an
island in the middie. Second option would
be --

MR. LOPATKA: Smaller with the

paint.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It was
actually the Dohertys were going to be given
a bigger yard. Correct?

MR. LOPATKA: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It was coming
off his yard and it was just going to be two
lanes. There would be a lane out and a lane
in. So Mr. Doherty's yard would actually be
just bigger. Then that would just create
two lanes.

But then the other option was --

MS. SMICHERKO: Why don't we do
that?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I don't know
about either one of them yet, but I'11 get
to that. The second option was an island in
the middle where they would come up and the
lane would only enter in from Winter and out
from Nicholas. Veer right and then make a
left. You would veer right in front of
Mr. Doherty's -- the side of his yard, where
you're supposed to now, and then you would
go left. But the other way would only enter
in. There would be do not enter signs going

out. It's just a free-for-all now. No
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one's paying attention.

So then we asked Dave to Took at it.
He went out there. I think you were there
once. We were there, Dave was there. We
just looked at it just to get some ideas.
Then we threw it around a couple times, then
we talked to Joe. We mentioned about going
out and spray paint just to get a look.

Now with other residents involved --
which we should have done in the beginning.
We should have held a public meeting.

MS. SMICHERKO: I have spoken to
them.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: This 1is
council. Council should have put it out to
the public that we're going to hold a
meeting. We can send letters, invite them.
If they don't want to show up at the meeting
that's going to be their choice. But we
give them the courtesy of an 1invite to talk
about it.

I can only speak for myself sitting
here. Something definitely needs to be done
there. I don't know if it's an island, I

don't know if -- Mr. Doherty, please don't
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take this as my final decision. I don't
know if it's extending his yard.
Councilwoman McCawley just came up with a
great idea.

MS. MCCAWLEY: When you go to Dunkin
Donuts --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Concrete
barrier. This wouldn't be anywhere near
your driveway.

MS. SMICHERKO: You can't do speed
bumps .

MR. MIKOLACZYK: You can drive over
it but you're not supposed to. It's a
triangular concrete island.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: But it's only
about six inches high. It hopefully gives
the traveler the sense to be, 1like, you
should go right, you should go straight.
Don't drive over.

MS. SMICHERKO: Well, that's what I
said to Dale about in Dunbar's.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: It's still called a
mountable curb even though it's flush with
the road.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Maybe
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something 1ike that 1is a good idea, but this
would be my thing. If council wants to do
it I'm fine with it. If you would Tike just
for now and if council would be okay we can
ask Joe to go out and spray paint it to just
get an idea of it. I'm okay with it.

MR. HOOVER: Something has to be
done here but I don't know what it 1is,
because now you're going to talk about the
bus is going to stop at that stop sign where
it is now and you're putting an island to
the 1Teft of that bus so the bus would go to
that stop sign. The bus isn't going to be
able to make the left-hand turn if there's a
car parked in front of Donoti's old house.
If you have a car parked in the street in
front of your house, if a car parked 1in
front of Donoti's house that bus can't make
the left-hand turn because that island is
going to be at his rear end and the front
end is going it be in the parking Tane, the
bus is so big.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: It cuts down the
space to make the turn.

MR. HOOVER: It's not something that
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about it. You have to take the
measurements. He's going to plot it out.

MR. LOPATKA: I can take another
look at it.

MR. BUTLER: Nobody's going to
listen to it. They're going to drive right
over the paint.

MR. HOOVER: Something has to be
done, but Dave has to do this. He has to
give us some plans.

MR. LOPATKA: I'11 take another
look.

MS. DOHERTY: Why does something
have to be done? Has there ever been an
accident there?

MS. SMICHERKO: Almost.

MS. DOHERTY: Why does something
have to be done? We're there 20 years and
haven't had a single problem.

MS. SMICHERKO: They don't sit on
their porch and see the cars.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: This is why a
public meeting should --

MS. SMICHERKO: A11 the neighbors

33
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who have near missed at that intersection
coming up that street. I guess they haven't
seen. I've been trying to get something
done with that road since before they even
moved in. I don't know if any of you were
even on council at that time. Maybe
Marylynn was here.

I actually went out and spray
painted. Friends laughed at this. VYears
ago I sprayed white and put S-T-0-P just so
people would see you're supposed to stop.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Don't do that.

MS. SMICHERKO: They weren't even
Tiving in our development. That's how long
I've been trying to get this done. When I
look at this and it's November and we still
are dragging our feet and nothing has been
done.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We also had
our grant writer look into -- because we
were trying to find a way to fund this. So
we also have our grant writer looking for a
grant to write out for that. We missed the
window this year for it. That doesn't

mean -- I'm just saying. We're not dragging
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our feet. Something Tike this, although
it's been from November -- and I know you
said you've been here years ago, but it's
really from November. Something Tike this
takes a little bit of time. It does.

But I have a question for the
Dohertys just for my own decision in the
future. It's your yard. I want to show you
something. One of the ideas was to actually
just build not the island, it would be
another piece of Tand. So it would make
your yard a lot -- right there. It would
take your whole corner of your yard -- this
was just on one plan. There's no decision.
It would be our property. It would just
make your yard bigger, but we'd have to
maintain it because it's borough property.
Then there would only be one lane out, where
you see, and then one lane in.

(A brief discussion was held off the
record.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Just for
myself and for the rest of council, if a
decision was ever made in the future after a

public meeting, if you attend, would you
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mind your yard being bigger? We'll maintain
it.

MS. DOHERTY: Any kind of island is
going to be in your way.

MR. DOHERTY: This is my house, this
is our driveway. You're proposing to do
kind of something 1ike that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Just something
like this.

(A brief discussion was held off the
record.)

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Dave, try and
get us a few more options. Once we have the
options -- let's have them soon. Let's hold
a public meeting and invite the neighbors
who border that intersection to the meeting,
we'll hear their thoughts and go from there.
We would send out Tetters to the addresses
that border.

MS. SMICHERKO: One more thing. Is
there any way that our little borough could
fund a full time fire department? Even if,
like, every resident gave a few dollars Tlike
we do for a Tibrary or whatever to have full

time. When you have a fire in the middle of
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the night, you have volunteers, it took a
while for them to come out.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: There's
discussions going on right now down at the
state capital, and there's been discussions
at the firehouse last July or last August,
Bill, with the democratic house committee
who handles -- the oversight committee.

MR. STULL: Yes. So we sent out a
letter to Harrisburg for the borough. So
what happened, down in the Philadelphia
area, there was a couple counties down there
that got together with their state
representatives, and what they did was they
put in for second class townships, now, for
fire protection, that they can take up to
ten mills. From three mills to ten mills.

So our thing was why are you just
giving it to second class townships and not
the boroughs, and we went to Representative
Jim Haddock. Right now -- I've seen the
e-mail, I think it was last week -- they're
going to put a bill together for the
boroughs and the second class townships and

try to get everything under one.
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MR. KOMENSKY: For the rest of the
state.

MR. STULL: Across the state. This
way it would be up to the individual
boroughs if they want to raise it from the
three mills to ten mills. So that's working
in the state now.

MR. HOOVER: What happens if it's
over ten mills?

MR. STULL: It's only going up to
ten mills.

MR. HOOVER: What if it's not enough
money to run a fire department?

MR. STULL: If you can get ten mills
for us now that's a 1ot of money.

MS. SMICHERKO: Isn't there a way to
do it just every household pays?

MR. HOOVER: If people don't want
their garbage to go up 50 cents --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The way it
would be proposed would be more or less the
borough would have to raise the millage. We
can make it a fire tax, a safety tax,
depending on the decision of the house.

Once they either pass the bill or don't pass
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the bill and they raise it from three to
ten, if ten was going to be the max, that's

what they were voting on. So what would

happen is they would -- most likely the
borough would raise -- if this was an
option. I'm not saying it is. The borough

could raise it up to ten mills attached to
your tax bill. Those ten mills would be
dedicated to the fire department. That's
how they present it in the house?

MR. STULL: Right. The final draft
isn't even there.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: But that's how
they discussed it.

MR. KOMENSKY: So the public safety
committee has met with the fire department
for the past year, and we had been having
these discussion about a year -- and the
finance committee. So we have worked with
the representatives.

But to Councilman Hoover's point,
we're not sure that that's going to be
enough money with the reassessments that are
coming through. |

But what is on our plate now is Tast
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year you saw how the 33 percent tax increase
in the county caused a lot of problems and a
lot of people could not afford to pay their
taxes. So you go to the county, the school
district and the borough. If we wanted to
add ten millis -- we realize that public
safety is paramount. We're not going to
disagree with that. But we're trying to
figure out how to get there to not have
people not be able to afford to pay their
taxes. That's where we're at with the whole
situation. If I'm wrong, please somebody
correct me. But that's kind of where we're
at right now.

We've been working on this for eight
months, but we're working on it until we
finally got a representative because the
three counties, 1ike Chief Stull said, have
put that through. We didn't even know about
it until we started digging in. Then we
went to the state legislators and asked why
wouldn't you put the other 64 counties on
it. So they finally agreed.

We don't know that it's going to be

done by the end of the year, but we're
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1 waiting to see what's going to happen with
2 the assessment of the assessed valuation 1in
3 Lackawanna County before the end of the year
4 because that number -- we don't even know
§ 5 what the millage is going to be. That's
é 6 what we're trying to figure out.
i 7 MR. HOOVER: 1If we raise the millage
8 for ten mills for the fire department what
9 happens to the police department? What
10 happens to the garbage that we have to raise
11 millages for, all these other things that we
12 have to raise millages for? You'll go
13 broke.
14 MS. BARTOLETTI: It's a very rough
15 scenario because obviously it's something
16 that's very necessary. We know from
17 speaking to the firemen for years now how
18 the volunteers have been getting less and
19 less and less, but it's also become harder
20 and harder and harder to make our borough
21 run because of our financial situation.
22 It's scary going into this budget season
23 already. I'm cringing already.
24 MR. KOMENSKY: The last thing is the
25 borough, in cooperation with the fire
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department, does have a full time driver
which the borough pays for annually. We pay
for a driver first shift every day at the
firehouse, Monday to Friday.

MS. BARTOLETTI: We give them money
to pay the driver and the fire company pays.

MR. KOMENSKY: We just did a bunch
of reports. We're trying to have all the
information ready once we know what the
county does. Chief Stull and I and Chief
Tagliaterra and I and Russell and Jimmy on
the public safety commission, we work on
that every week.

MR. STULL: You're absolutely right.
When you're paying $2 million for a ladder
truck, a new one, or a million dollars for a
new pumper you can't raise that on bingo
nights or corn hole tournaments.

MR. KOMENSKY: And we can't raise it
on ten mills either.

MS. SMICHERKO: How about that grant
writer?

MR. KOMENSKY: Chief Stull will tell
you they've applied for grants. So we're

working on it also. They don't just hand
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out a milTlion dollars.

MS. BARTOLETTI: And there's no
grants that pay for staff members. It might
be for equipment, but never for that amount
of money.

MR. KOMENSKY: It's, 1ike, for two
years or three years, then you have to pick
it up. No different than the cops. So it
might pick it up for three years, but after
that they're on your dime. You have to
figure out how to pay that.

MR. STULL: Work 1in progress.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Until whatever
happens I just want to say what we have 1in
the budget right now for the fire companies;
they get an allotment from the borough every
year which helps to pay for their loans, I
guess.

MR. STULL: Goes right onto the Toan
of the new addition. Back in '"17, when the
borough decided to redo this, they had a
fire station next door. So we talked to
them and said we want to combine the fire
departments in town to one location. That's

what we did. We looked at all the
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possibilities, and the best thing to do is
what we did. We put on a $1.2 million
addition onto our station over there and put
it over there. We kind of gained more
people because we got the truck over here
with us. So now we're running on their
equipment, they're going to be running on
our engines.

So in essence it's really helped the
community. In February of this year
Eagle-McLure Hose Company changed our name.
It's 01d Forge Fire Department now. We're
working with the state now on combining the
other two fire departments into 01d Forge
Fire Department. So they will send out
liaisons to us to work with us and the
borough to do that. So instead of going
through the lawyers and everything we're
going to use the state. I believe the state
already contacted the borough, how that was
going to work.

MR. KOMENSKY: DCED. Right?

MR. STULL: Yeah,

MS. BARTOLETTI: We haven't received

anything.
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MS. SMICHERKO: What is the old
ambulance building being used for?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Right now it's
borough equipment in it, safety equipment.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have some
DPW equipment there.

MR. HOOVER: We purchased the
building.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The borough
owns the building.

MS. BARTOLETTI: We purchased it in
a sheriff's sale. Now we use it for storage
for the excess equipment, all the winter
equipment.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We were going
to put a section on -- our plan was to put a
section on the DPW building. That hasn't
begun yet.

MR. LENCESKI: It's filled.

MS. BARTOLETTI: We also pay for the
firemen's workman's compensation. We also
pay for all the insurance on all vehicles
for them, and we recently purchased a whole
new set of radios for $100,000 for them. So

the borough helps in every way they can
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right now. A lot of people don't know that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: If there are
no more members from the public we'll go
down the table, see if anyone has anything.
We'll start with our borough manager,
Marylynn Bartoletti. Anything for this
evening or for the upcoming meeting?

MS. BARTOLETTI: For the next
meeting what we'll have on the agenda for me
is the minimum municipal obligation for the
police pension and the minimum municipal
obligation for the non-uniform pension. We
pass those every year, what the borough will
have to pay in for the next year.

We're also going to have a
resolution for the purchase of a new police
vehicle, and we will be trading one vehicle
in along with purchasing a vehicle. So it
will all kind of go together.

We will have a resolution for Monroe
Local Share LSA grant to put toward the DPW,
if we're so fortunate to get the grant.

Then we'll be doing a second LSA grant,
which is statewide, and that will also be

for the DPW garage. That one we will
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probably pass in October or else November
because that grant is due the end of
November.

MR. KOMENSKY: For the Monroe LSA
can you put the two applications in? The
reason why I'm asking is because as I Took
at them when they come I see them 1ike that.

MS. BARTOLETTI: If you're going to
do two you're never going to get them both
fully funded. We've been very fortunate
where the ones that we were approved on
fully funded us. So I think it's kind of
one works against the other. I mentioned
the two together. They're two separate
ones. One is statewide, one 1is Monroe
County Local Share. So I thought if we do
both of those and ask for whatever we
possibly needed. But it's two separate
money outlets.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for the borough manager?
Thank you, Marylynn.

Attorney Rinaldi, anything for this
evening or for the upcoming agenda?

ATTY. RINALDI: What did you decide
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on the two ordinances, skill games and speed
Timit Timited to 15 in the borough? If you
want to pass those.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I thought
skill games we said three.

MR. HOOVER: Three games. I have a
question on that. You have to have a Tliquor
license, but my question is do we wanting
gambling and Tiquor in the same building?
That's not a good mix.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It keeps the
age above 21.

MR. HOOVER: Just something to think
about.

MR. STULL: If you just put for a
liquor license that leaves us out. We don't
carry a liquor license.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We said Tiquor
license. Bill --

ATTY. RINALDI: It's either a
licensed gaming facility by the state, it's
anyplace with any type of liquor license,
any non-profit corporation, association for
firefighting, volunteer emergency services.

What did you decide on the speed
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Timit?

MR. HOOVER: Well, 15 they're going
to do 20, if it's 20 you're going to do 25.

ATTY. RINALDI: So the whole borough
is 15 miles an hour? That's the way I wrote
it.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Except for state
roadways, state highways.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Just borough
owned streets.

MR. KOMENSKY: Now we're governed by
the state because it's 25 all over. If it's
not --

MR. BUTLER: That's fast for a
development.

MR. HOOVER: You have a stop sign
every 600, 700 feet.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do we have to
make it throughout the borough or just
certain streets? The reason I asked, Joe,
how many borough streets in 01d Forge?

MR. LENCESKI: There's 43 miles.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So Tet's say
we have right now potentially two, three

streets. Could we just make it for each




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50
street that we choose for a resolution, and
then instead of purchasing a hundred signs
we just purchase the signs we need for the
streets we change?

MR. KOMENSKY: That's where I'm
getting with that.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: That's why it came
up because Forge Estates has no speed Tlimit
signs whatsoever. Then they said if you're
going to do that, then do the whole town.
You can't do state highways. If you just
want to continue with the Forge Estates
until we move along. So Amity Ave --

MR. HOOVER: Winter.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Could we do a
resolution for Forge Estates right now?

MR. HOOVER: Long stretch, Amity to
Albion. It's almost three blocks. That's
where people go fast, in front of their both
houses. People can go fast. You have
Nicholas, you have a stop sign in the middle
of the road. It's only 400 feet. 1It's not
a long stretch.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: A long stretch at

Kohler and a long stretch at Tanya.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Would you go
over there and get us all the streets in
that development and give them to the
solicitor? Then for starters we could put a
resolution for the next meeting to the floor
for the streets in Forge Estates.

MR. HOOVER: I think you only need
half a dozen in my subdivision.

MR. LENCESKI: Over 200 streets.

ATTY. RINALDI: Right now you have
Susquehanna from First Street to Maxson
Drive is 15 miles an hour. Vine Street from
Stewart to Church is 15 miles an hour.
Everybody else is 25.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Amity, Winter.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Every street
in the development.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: You come down Dunn
Avenue, you come into the development
there's nothing except a stop sign on
Church.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Get the
solicitor all those streets.

ATTY. RINALDI: You have those two,

maybe two on the agenda, and Marylynn went
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through the resolutions.

Rosalie, I got the appraisal back,
but that's an executive issue, and I have a
question on it anyway. We can deal with
that next week.

MR. BUTLER: Morton Street.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for the solicitor?
Thanks, Bill.

We'll go down the table, hear from
our members. Mayor Legg, anything for this
evening?

MAYOR LEGG: Any good coach would
tell you without his family behind him he's
not going to be nearly as successful as he
probably wishes he was. Mare, it was nice
that your husband acknowledged you. That's
all I have.

MR. MIKOLACZYK: I'm good. I want
to thank you for your vigilance and your
patience on this deal. It's not an easy
fix. The problem is there's too many fixes.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'd also like to
congratulate Coach Bartoletti on his wins.

I know it's a milestone and he really puts
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in the time with his players and his staff.
So congratulations to him.

The other thing I would Tike to
mention is I would 1ike to thank the police
department -- and I'm not going to get too
deep into this -- for the incident at the
park yesterday. Officers Sensi, Williams,
Bernardi, Terhune and Harris. I think they
should be commended for their work
yesterday. We thank them for their
vigilance and keeping everyone safe. That's
all I have.

MR. BUTLER: I just want to
reiterate what Mayor Legg said in commending
Mike. Good friend of mine. I played ball
with him for years. Mike Bartoletti. He's
a good guy and he knows his baseball. We
argue a lot over baseball.

I want to commend the chief, too,
with what happened down the park. We got
that taken care of and nobody got hurt doing
it.

MS. MCCAWLEY: Congrats again to Mr.
Bartoletti and the chief for yesterday.

That's all.
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MR. HOOVER: I'm the same. Bobby, I
like what you're doing. It's real nice.
Good for the borough.

Also, Chief, thank you. Michael
Bartoletti and Marylynn, congratulations.

I'd Tike to have an executive
session to discuss a personnel matter when
we're done.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I have three
items. Before I get into them I have to
echo what everyone said. Congratulations to
Mike. Mike is also, for the members, a
former councilman for the borough of 01d
Forge, too. He served from 2006 until 2010.
Great job by him. It's definitely an
awesome accomplishment and fete to get that
many wins.

Mayor, I didn't know as long as -- I
know Mike most of my T1ife. He had 523 wins,
you said. He had 123 at Lackawanna. I
wasn't aware of that until tonight.

MAYOR LEGG: I knew he was a
baseball coach at Lackawanna. I didn't know
he had that many wins.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: And I echo
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what you said. It was very nice what he
said about you. That was heartfelt.

Chief, great job again by you and
the department, the officers. Again, not to
say too much about it because it's an
ongoing investigation, but that could have
really been a serious situation.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: It's getting dark
earlier. Unless there's a ball game going
on.

MR. HOOVER: Even the football game
the other day I walked by and it was open.
You have to lock it before the game. I
think 9:00, Tights. I think the Tlights
should be turned off. Friday night football
game leave the lights on maybe later, but I
think 9:00 during the week, unless there's a
game going on.

MR. KOMENSKY: I think what Jimmy
said, before the game just because of
everything that goes on. Might not be a bad
idea.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Chief, maybe
one or two extra patrols down there every

now and then until the parks close for good.
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CHIEF DUBERNAS: Start closing
earlier. As soon as it starts getting dark
close 1it.

MR. LENCESKI: Even shut the Tights
of .

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: First thing, I
want to set up interviews. We put the
application out for a part-time zoning
officer. We received one applicant?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Everybody good
to set up interviews before the next public
meeting, 6:00?7 You want to do 6:307 Okay.

Second thing is, Chief, I was
contacted by Father Jenkins, Saint Mary's
Church. He wanted to set up a meeting. He
was asking me if potentially the police
would have a cop car sitting out of the
masses just for a few minutes.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: I told him on
Sunday.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: He asked me, I
said contact the borough office or the chief
of police. He said should I set up a

meeting with you guys? I said call the
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office or the chief.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: I'm going to meet
him for the Sunday mass and Saturday mass.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I just wanted
to let the rest of the members know. The
last thing for tonight, I guess I'11 call it
the river project, Lonesome Road, I had
three business owners contact me, asking me
if we're going to move forward with it. I
said we were still waiting for DEP to give
us the permit. Right?

MS. BARTOLETTI: We haven't received
anything.

MR. HOOVER: Were we going to
contact them? Do we have a connection?

MS. BARTOLETTI: We should.

MR. HOOVER: The river is low. Now
is the time to do it.

MR. KOMENSKY: I thought that guy
said he would follow up with 1it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: What I told
the businesses -- and I'm not pushing it off
on DEP. But the Tast meeting we had with
them in April they said they were going to

contact us around July, August. So we were
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MR. MIKOLACZYK: We don't have a
permit yet?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: No.

MR. KOMENSKY: He's going to write
that permit that day.

MS. BARTOLETTI: I'11 give them a
call.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That's all I
have for this evening. If no other members
have anything, the chair would entertain a
motion to adjourn into executive session.

MR. KOMENSKY: So moved.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Komensky. All1 1in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)
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