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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good evening,
ladies and gentlemen. 1I'd 1ike to call the
meeting to order with the Pledge of
Allegiance. After the Pledge if we can
remain standing for a moment of silence.

(The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The moment of
silence is going to be for two elected
officials. Mayor Turquatto, who passed away
last week and was Taid to rest. He was
mayor of our borough from 2001 2005.

The other elected official was Mr.
Eugene Talerico. He was a school board
member for our 01d Forge School District for
a total of 28 years. So a brief moment of
silence for both of those gentlemen would be
appreciated.

(A moment of silence was observed.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Thank you.
Bill, roll call, please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Here.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Here.
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ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

MR. NOTARI: Present.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Here.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Avvisato is
absent, Mr. Hoover is absent. Mr. Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Here. Once
again, ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
regular meeting of the 01d Forge Borough.
Tonight is Tuesday, May 21, 2024. The
purpose of our meeting will be to go through
a few housekeeping motions. We'll then go
through some of our department heads, we'll
see 1f they have any report or anything for
the meeting. We'll go down the table, we'll
hear from our solicitor and our council
members before we adjourn.

There's a public sign-in sheet that
the chief has. If anyone at the end of the
meeting would 1like to address us please sign
in. We'll give you a few minutes before our
meeting ends.

With that said, we're going to move
into our first housekeeping motion. That's

going to be a motion to approve the minutes
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of the prior meeting.

MR. NOTARI: TI'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Notari.

MR. BUTLER: I'T1 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Ro]T call, please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

MR. NOTARI: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Second
item is going to be a motion to approve the
treasurer's report. Please note this does
not include the sewer account.

MR. NOTARI: I'11l make that motion,
Mr. Chairman.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman

Notari.
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MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Komensky. On the question?
Public input? Rol1l call, please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari

MR. NOTARI: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Third
item is motion to approve invoices for
payment. Please note once again this does
not include the sewer account.

MR. NOTARI: 1I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Council Notari.

MS. SHOTWELL: I'11 second.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilwoman Jones-Shotwell. On the
question? Public input? Rol1l call, please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?




1 MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

2 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

3 MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

4 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

5 MR. NOTARI: Yes.

6 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

7 MR. BUTLER: Yes.

8 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

9 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Fourth
10 item is motion to approve treasurer report
11 for the sewer department.

12 MR. BUTLER: I'11 make that motion.
13 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
14 Butler.

15 MR. NOTARI: Second.

16 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
17 Councilman Notari. On the question? Public
18 input? Roll call, please.

19 ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

20 MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

21 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

22 MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

23 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

24 MR. NOTARI: Yes.

25 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?




1 MR. BUTLER: Yes.

2 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

3 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Last

4 item of housekeeping is going to be a motion
5 to approve sewer department invoices for

g 6 payment.

E 7 MR. NOTARI: I'l1 make that motion.
8 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
9 Notari.

10 MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

11 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
12 Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
13 input? Rol1 call, please.

14 ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

15 MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

16 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

17 MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

18 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

19 MR. NOTARI: Yes.

20 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

21 MR. BUTLER: Yes.

22 ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

23 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. We'll
24 move into our first department head. Mr.
25 Lenceski is absent. He is involved right
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now in a championship game that he is
coaching and his daughter is playing. Good
luck to Mr. Lenceski and the team.

Our second department head would be
our code enforcement/zoning officer, Mike
Sokolowski. Michael, anything for the
meeting?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No, I have nothing.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anyone have
any questions for Mike?

MR. NOTARI: No questions, but you
might be receiving a call from the Tomasonis
on Bridge Street. They're having a problem
with UGI controlling some of the trees, I
guess, overhanging and stuff.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: They called me up
last week, asked who owned the property.

MR. NOTARI: She's been calling UGI
and dealing with them and not getting any
satisfaction. Just a precursor.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
questions for Mike? Thanks, Mike.

Engineer, Dave Lopatka, anything for
the meeting?

MR. LOPATKA: Nothing for the
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meeting.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anybody have
any questions for David?

MR. NOTARI: Do we have a plan yet
on paving the roads?

MR. LOPATKA: Yes. Actually that
will be out. I'l1 have the advertisement in
probably next week. Everything is done.
Advertised for bid in next week.

I also got -- I e-mailed it to
Marylynn and Jim earlier today, the price
for those pickleball courts. I think it
was, Tike, $23,000 to do them. Put in the
posts, fix any cracks, paint it. I sent it
to them. You guys take a look at it, Tet me
kKnow what you want to do with it. I know at
that number it probably will have to be bid,
unless there's something in there that can
be removed.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

MR. LOPATKA: No.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anybody else
have any questions for Dave? Thanks, Dave.

Police chief, Jason Dubernas,

anything for the meeting?
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CHIEF DUBERNAS: Just a couple.
Civil Service gave a physical test and a
written. The written is sent out to Chicago
to have them graded. We had four
applicants. We're down to three. One
backed out.

Second, our rifles that were on
order from eight and a half months ago
finally came in and they're in service.

They came in three days before we went to
the range last week. So we were able to get
them all together and get them in service.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: That's it. Once
the test results come in oral interviews
will start with the Civil Service Board.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anybody have
any questions for the chief?

MR. NOTARI: I don't know if it's
your department or Lenceski or both. I know
we're having a problem with vandalism again
at Miles. I noticed the other day that
there is no light near the entrance of the
bathrooms, so I thought it Tooked kind of

dark compared to the other parts of the
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park. I was wondering if we put spotlights
on the top of the fence pointing down at
least to iTluminate the area.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: 1I'11 take a Took at
it.

MR. NOTARI: Just a suggestion just
to keep that 1it better, maybe.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: My guys are doing
park checks. They're actually doing
bathroom checks now. I told my guys if they
don't feel comfortable grab a parent and ask
them to check. With them now checking the
bathrooms every 15, 20 minutes --

MR. NOTARI: I thought it was odd
it's so dark. Maybe it's easy to sneak in
and sneak out. Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
questions for the chief? Thanks, Chief.

Assistant fire chief, Bil11l Stull,
anything for the meeting?

MR. STULL: Just that this upcoming
Saturday 1is the fire department's 5K. It
starts at 9:00 in the morning and will be
running until about 10:30, 10:45. So

everything is coordinated with Jay. I
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talked to Joe from DPW. He's going to just
check to make sure there's no potholes or
anything 1ike that. Miles Street will be
blocked off for probably about two hours in
front of the football stadium. I did talk
to Pa. Bedding. They don't work on Saturday
so that's fine. That's all.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anyone have
any questions for Bi11? Thanks, Bill.

Attorney Rinaldi, anything for the
meeting?

ATTY. RINALDI: Nothing other than
what was already in my report, the
litigation I think you're all familiar with.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anybody have
any questions for the solicitor? Thanks,
Bil1l.

Our borough manager 1is absent
tonight. It's her birthday this evening, so
we gave her the night off. Happy birthday,
Mare.

Before we go into new business we'l]
go to public comment. Anyone from the
public Tike to speak?

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: I'm just wondering
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is there an update on this Emlaw case, the
fence guy? 1I'd be interested in that.

ATTY. RINALDI: Other than the
pleadings are closed. I just sent a letter
to his attorney. He's requesting an
occupancy permit. I told him he can't get
one until he completes his subdivision
requirement. So we haven't gotten any
plans.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Nothing yet.

ATTY. RINALDI: The Tlast meeting I
was at they came in and said they were going
to modify the plans to do an addition.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: So was he fined?
After the court hearing wasn't the judge
fining him a certain amount per day and this
is adding up? Isn't there thousands of
dollars involved right now?

ATTY. RINALDI: He appealed that.

We filed --

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: So he appealed the
thousands of dollars of fines, so that --

ATTY. RINALDI: He appealed that
hearing, so he gets a new hearing. So it

starts all over again. We're asking for
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14
fines again from that time.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: So we're back to
square one?

ATTY. RINALDI: Yes.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: And as far as the
new hearing I'd have to contact the
magistrate?

ATTY. RINALDI: No, that's down 1in
county court.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: 1It's 1in Scranton.

So I call the courthouse in Scranton to ask
when this guy is going to stand before --

ATTY. RINALDI: Well, you can but it
hasn't been Tisted yet.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: Okay. Another
thing, first of all, I want to thank you for
what you've done as far as the junk monkey
on Main Street. There's a big improvement
as far as Babylon is concerned. 1I'd want to
thank you very much for that. What I'd like
to bring up now is this bus stop, the bench.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mr. Zukauskus,
the bus stop, we're not putting a building
back. We talked about this.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: Just a bench. This




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

15
is a gentleman there. He's sitting on the
grass. There's no place to sit. There's
another guy in the retirement home. Just a
bench. I understand that's something that
COLTS put there, but just so not to be
sitting on the ground. If we're going to be
spending $13,000 on a clock that doesn't
work.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We're not in
control of that clock.

MR. NOTARI: Would you go to the
podium, please.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1I'm going to
ask our solicitor, our zoning officer to
look into the requirements in order for a
bench to be placed.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: Just a bench.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1I'11 have to
look into that to see, number one, if it's
legal for us to put one there, what the
requirements are. I'11l get back to you or
if you come to a meeting or I can call you
in a couple days.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: Now, as far as I

know you're dead set on this clock thing.
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How far in the process has this progressed?
Have you looked at different models? I
really want to see what clock you're going
to purchase for $13,000.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have no
definite answer. We did a 1ittle research
on different types, styles, shapes.
Nothing's set in stone.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: In the future we're
actually going to make the purchase and
decide on the clock. Maybe not this summer?
Maybe the fall? Give me a timetable.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Whenever
council decides as a majority to move
forward with it. I mean, if somebody
brought up tonight to make a motion for it
we'd pass it tonight. If they don't we'll
discuss it further, and then once we come
together --

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: Can I make the
motion?

MR. NOTARI: No, you cannot.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You can't make
a motion. Only elected officials can make a

motion.
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MR. ZUKAUSKUS: So I just like to
keep informed about what's going on with the
clock. Is there any other project going on?
The landscaping is so beautiful. Fantastic.
Do you have any other plans for what's going
on there? You have the names on the
veterans there, you got the artillery. Is
it finished?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Right now I
don't see any construction or any plans.
We're getting ready to remodel the senior
center. Maybe some things might be done in
front of there. As of right now just the
normal upkeep.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: I looks fantastic.
Do our borough employees --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Borough DPW
department.

MR. ZUKAUSKUS: That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Have a good
evening. Anyone else from the public Tike
to address us before we go into new
business?

MS. PICKARSKI: Just wondering, any

update? Where do we go from here? How long
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is it going to be? We're starting from the
beginning now?

ATTY. RINALDI: That's the rules of
court. I can't change those. He can appeal
a magistrate decision to county court. If
it rains and you get flooded take pictures
and give me a call. I want to know about
it. I can speed it up quicker. Just show
me if you get flooded.

MS. SHOTWELL: Have you seen him
there every day?

MS. PICKARSKI: He's not there in
the day. He comes around 5:00, 5:30 a.m.
and he's gone by around 7:15 a.m., then he
comes back at night.

MS. SHOTWELL: Others working there?

MS. PICKARSKI: Yes, she's there
every day.

MS. SHOTWELL: We're still fining
him every day. Right?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Can I prove she's
working there? I don't know. How do I --
there's someone there.

ATTY. RINALDI: Knock on the door,

see if it's open for business.
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MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I see a car there.

MS. SHOTWELL: We should be citing
him there every day.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: 1It's not that he
can't be 1in the building.

ATTY. RINALDI: He's operating the
business. Just because he's there --

MS. SHOTWELL: He's the owner.

ATTY. RINALDI: Knock on the door.
Somebody opens it they're operating.

MS. PICKARSKI: He must know about
with the fines because he has not been
there. He leaves by 7:15 a.m. and then he
comes back at night and they Toad the
trucks.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Could we get a
hold of him tomorrow and tell him that every
day that somebody is in that building other
than him he's going to be fined?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I have to go with
Jay. He gets in my face.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That's fine.
Take Jay. It's his property. He's allowed.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: He told me don't

ever come back on my property.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Well, you're
the zoning officer.
ATTY. RINALDI: You're the zoning

officer.

20

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You're allowed

to be on the property. You're the zoning
officer. Especially if you present your
badge. If he's in violation that's part of
your job description. You're empowered to
do that. But if you feel more comfortable
with the chief --

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Last time I was
there --

MS. SHOTWELL: Absolutely. He can'
tell you you can't be there.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Take the
chief, notify him in person. If the chief
wants to put on the body camera so we have
it.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: We already have

footage of it.

t

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Every day that

someone's on the property other than him

he's going to be fined. Just so we have it

on record. Then we can continue to fine hinm
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every day.

MS. PICKARSKI: And you know when
you go down there how would you want to Tive
next door to that? You know.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We'll send him
down. I don't feel we need to do that, but
just to stress it to him so he does
understand face to face, in person.

MS. PICKARSKI: Thank vyou.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You're
welcome. Anyone else from the public before
we move into new business?

We have two items under new
business. Our first item is going to be a
motion for a change order to Linde
Corporation in the amount of $1,649.56.

This was for the project on Josephine
Street. The sewer project.

MR. NOTARI: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Notari.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question?

MR. NOTARI: On the question, Dave,
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is this something that we should be
concerned about?

MR. LOPATKA: The change order? No,
the change order was when they excavated for
the existing manhole they found a second
lateral in just below the manhole. I think
it's more for the labor to do that part.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Was that the
part we found with the tape? That's the one
when they dug it up it was duct taped.

MR. LOPATKA: It was actually
connected below the manhole, so we needed to
tie it into the new manhole because that
lower section was being abandoned. We don't
want something still going into that
abandoned section.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anyone else on
the question? Public input? Rol1 call,
please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

MR. NOTARI: Yes.
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ATTY. RINALDI:; Mr. Butler?

MR.

BUTLER: Yes,

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

MR.
second item
be a motion
Corporation
Correct?

MR.

supposed to

next Monday.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. The
under new business is going to
to approve payment to Linde

for the completed work, Dave?

LOPATKA: Work to date. They're

be paving either this Friday or

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The amount of
$32,629.56.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Butler.

MR. NOTARI: Second.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Notari. On the question?

MR. NOTARI: Can we please notify

Mrs. Finnerty we'll be paving?

MR.

LOPATKA: I actually told Linde

to Tet me know when the pavers were going to

be there so

I can call her. Either the end

of this week or early next week.
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MS. SHOTWELL: Make sure she has a
day's notice.

MR. KOMENSKY: Is this the total
amount we owe them?

MR. LOPATKA: No, it's the paving
part.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Just the work
to date.

MR. LOPATKA: Just the work to date

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anyone else o
the question? Public input? Rol11l call,
please.

ATTY. RINALDI: Ms. Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Notari?

MR. NOTARI: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

ATTY. RINALDI: Mr. Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. No more

24

n

items under new business. We'll go down the

table and see if any of the members have

anything to add before we adjourn.
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Councilwoman Jones-Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: I don't have anything
this evening.

MR. KOMENSKY: I don't have
anything.

MR. NOTARI: Just everybody have a
good, safe and happy Memorial Day weekend.
Enjoy the sunshine while it's here.

MR. BUTLER: I'm good.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The only item
I have is that we break into a brief
executive session with our solicitor.

At this time the chair would
entertain a motion to adjourn.

MR. NOTARI: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Notari. Al11 in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that I attended the foregoing

proceeding, took stenographic notes of the same, that

the foregoing, consisting of 80 pages, is a true and

correct copy, done to the best of my ability, of same
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