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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good evening,
ladies and gentlemen. I'd 1ike to call the
meeting to order with the Pledge of
AlTegiance.

(The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Roll call,
please, Marylynn.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwell is absent. Councilman Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Present.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler
is absent. Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Present.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Here. Once
again, Tadies and gentlemen, welcome to the
work session of 01d Forge Borough. Tonight

is June 3, 2025. Before our work session we
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have -- 01d Forge Council advertised to have
a special meeting, so we're going to have a
special meeting first.

Also, I just want to let the
audience know that in between our work
session we might have to pause the meeting
because we want to watch the high school
parade come by. We might take a break if
the meeting is not over with just to watch
the parade.

(Recess for the special meeting.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Once again,
ladies and gentlemen, welcome back.
Apologize for that brief recess. Once
again, welcome to the work session of 01d
Forge Borough. Tonight is Tuesday, June 3,
2025. The purpose of our meeting will be to
set the agenda for our regular meeting which
will be Tuesday, June 17, 2025. We're going
to hear from our department heads, we'll
hear from our borough manager, solicitor,
our engineer, members of the public. If
anyone has questions for us we'll give you a
few moments at the end a meeting. Then

we'll go down the table and hear from our
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council members and our mayor.

With that said, the first department
head will be our DPW manager, Joe Lenceski.
Good evening. Anything for the meeting
tonight or for the upcoming agenda?

MR. LENCESKI: Nothing for the
upcoming agenda. Just to give you a heads
up, we started work at Pagnotti, putting the
addition on. Earthworks dug it yesterday.
Mike and I went and put the rebar 1in
yesterday, tied it this morning and poured
the footers today.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Great job.
Anything else? |

MR. LENCESKI: That's 1it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Joe? Thanks, Joe.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike
Sokolowski, code enforcement/zoning officer,
good evening. Anything for the meeting
tonight or the upcoming agenda?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Not for the agenda,
but I do have 200 Amity, the cats. The plan
they've come up with of what they want to do

as far as cleanup. If you want to see the
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e-mail they sent me, if you want to look at
it.

MR. HOOVER: I do. The hearing was
postponed. I went down there. The lawyer
needed more time. I think June 27th, if I'm
not mistaken -- June 23rd, 11:15.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, my first
question would be, just reading a few lines,
obviously they're going to have a
professional company do it.

Two, who determines if they have to
remove any rugs or anything else that needs
to be thrown away? The company. Right?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Because I
wouldn't want them to determine that, I want
the actual certified company to. Did you
speak to the company?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No, from what they
said they're going to do it themselves.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Read that first
section again.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So, then, my
question 1is according to our ordinance are

they allowed to do that?
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MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I can't find
anything that says --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Bill, are they
allowed to clean --

ATTY. RINALDI: 1I'm going to kind of
defer to what his letter says for the
condemnation.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: There's nothing
that really says who has to clean it.

MS. BARTOLETTI: 1It's kind of an odd
scenario.

MR. HOOVER: You have two
professional companies go in there and do
this --

MS. BARTOLETTI: They don't do it
because it has to be gutted.

MR. HOOVER: They don't do it?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No.

MR. HOOVER: So I don't know if we
should Tet -- I don't know how we can do
that.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I'm not sure how to
go about it.

MR. HOOVER: What are they going to

do with it once they put it in a bucket?
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MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Read what they
said. They're going to bag it and they have
somewhere to take 1it.

MR. LETTIERI: The company is not
willing to do it? If they're not willing to
do it, these people don't do it, nobody is
going to do it.

MS. BARTOLETTI: According to this
they're planning on doing it themselves.

MR. LETTIERI: Do we rather not
doing anything, leave it 1like it is, or Tlet
them attempt to do it?

MR. KOMENSKY: I think what they say
in here, wouldn't bother the neighbors, I
don't think is going to be true. That's my
concern. I hear you.

MR. LETTIERI: But if nobody does
anything it's going to bother the neighbors
forever.

MR. HOOVER: But it's not bothering
the neighbors now, but that's not the
answer. I mean, I don't trust these people.
I'1T be perfectly honest with you. They
caused the problem. I'm not comfortable.

They're going to do it on three weekends?
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They think they're going to get this all
cleaned up? We'd have to have somebody
there, an inspector there. We can't let
them do it by themselves. There going to go
in there, open the windows or whatever and
we're back to square one. The neighbors are
going to go crazy.

MR. LETTIERI: They can't get in
touch with a hazmat team or somebody in
there and get in there and do that? 1Is that
an option?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I don't know.
That's not --

MR. LETTIERI: That would be the
people that I would think would need to go
in there and do this thing.

MR. HOOVER: 1I'd Tike to know the
names of both companies. The one company I
heard they were going to be using was
Servpro. I know Servpro doesn't do that.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No. There was
another company. The name I don't know.

MR. HOOVER: I'm just not
comfortable with any of this.

MR. KOMENSKY: It's probably a
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combination of two or three different
companies. One would do this and one would
do that, to your point, Jimmy.

MR. LETTIERI: Biohazard company
come in and clean this place up.

MR. HOOVER: They're going to go in
there, they're not suited up. It's not
going to bother the neighbors? Are you
kidding me? They're going to do the same
thing they did before. They opened up the
doors, opened a couple windows while they're
there two hours to get personal belongings.
It was crazy. I don't know what steps we do
to make sure they don't do it.

ATTY. RINALDI: Well, I mean, both
companies say this is not feasible. The
house needs to be gutted. Mike, you're the
zoning guy. Did you say you have to gut the

house? I mean, when you condemned it it's
got to be gutted and cleaned up. If you
said that you've got to do the inspection
and say okay, they get so many days to
comply, whatever you want to give them, and

then you can take action under the book.

Another remedy is when you go to the
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hearing you can maybe try and get, part of
the plea deal, that they have to gut the
house. Talk to the district attorney
handling it, say we want it gutted. It's
condemned and we want it sanitized, cleaned,
whatever you're requiring. You have to
decide what you want them to do as the
zoning officer and code enforcement to make
it right and uncondemn it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So at this
point if they did go in and clean it up this
way, like Bill just said, you would inspect
it before you take the condemned notice off.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: To Jimmy and
Mike's point --

MS. BARTOLETTI: The neighborhood.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: They're not
cleaning specialists. They're just the
people who own the house going in there and
trying to clean up a really bad mess.

MR. KOMENSKY: My question would be
why can't they get that cleaned up first,
whatever it is? The carpets, the feces, all

of that stuff, get that hazard, like Mike
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talked about, out of there, which if you
read in here it says get rid of 90 percent
of the odor. Probably get rid of most of it
and then probably get a contractor and rip
down the other stuff, which would be the
normal course of business. But that would
probably at least eliminate the smell
getting into the neighborhood as if they had
the hazardous team clean that. Everybody
else is going in in suits and they just want
to go in and do it.

MR. HOOVER: 1I'd rather have them
come in and do it Monday through Friday,
when the neighbors are working. You're
killing the neighborhood for three weekends
in a row. Nobody can have a cookout.
Danielle 1is going to be here, Joe's going to
be here, Paul and Sandy. They were all at
my house that one day. They were there
three hours.

MS. MCCAWLEY: The other thing that
concerns me is they are going to take the
biological waste to this place in the back
of their car? How are they going to

transport it?
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MR. LETTIERI: Could Mike enforce to
make them get a biohazard company to come
in? Could we do that as a borough? Could
we go to them and say you have to get a
biohazard because you can't do it yourself?

ATTY. RINALDI: I mean, he condemned
it. Basically he can tell them what they
need to do to uncondemn it. If he wants it
certified that it was cleaned -- I mean,
structurally I don't think there was
anything wrong, Dave.

MR. LOPATKA: I have never seen it.

MR. HOOVER: My understanding just
by hearsay, the sheetrock walls have holes
in them. That has to be completely gutted.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Insulation,
probably subfloor.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, you're
the zoning officer, the code enforcement
officer. You have the authorization.

You're a contractor as well for 40 years.
Why don't you go in there, find out exactly
what needs to be done, and then, 1ike Bill
said, you tell them how they have to clean

it up before you remove the notice.
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MR. KOMENSKY: Take one of those
guys. Whoever you pick to go with you, take
the same one every time so there's no
change.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: You want me to tell
them that they have to have it
professionally cleaned? That's what I have
to go back and tell them?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: You want it done
during the week, not on weekends.

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MR. KOMENSKY: Then they can start
the remodel process, which would be gutting
it or whatever.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, set the
stipulation, set the arraignments of how
they have today to have it done. But if you
want to take some direction from us, advice
from us, that's fine as well.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: That's what I'm
looking for.

MR. HOOVER: I think personally they
have to answer this letter, say council

doesn't think that this is the proper way to
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get rid of this stuff.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I think the
way Councilman Hoover said, definitely
Monday through Thursday.

MR. HOOVER: Monday through Friday.
Can't be on weekends.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Professional
company.

MR. HOOVER: These people want to
enjoy their back yards. Bad enough they
have Stocky on one side.

MR. KOMENSKY: Why don't you put
some notes on this, get it to Marylynn, she
can send it to us, and then we can say all
right, we agree and then get Bill's okay.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: A1l right.

ATTY. RINALDI: Dave, do they need
any kind of a certification that the
hazardous waste has been removed?

MR. LOPATKA: I don't know that. I
mean, they probably should have some
certification as to where they're bringing
it, I would think. Any of that material.

MR. HOOVER: Put that in the letter,

too.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

ATTY. RINALDI: Wear a suit or
something if you're going in there. Protect
yourself.

MR. STULL: Has anything been done
since the cats have been removed?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Since we've been
there, no.

MR. STULL: So all that feces 1is
still in there, all the windows are shut?
When we went in there to do the monitoring
before -- to get the cats out we were well
over a hundred parts per million on ammonia.
So you cannot go in without being under air
or a respirator and definitely in a Tyvek
suit.

MR. HOOVER: That's why I think we
need professionals to go in there, not Mike.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I'm not going to go
in there.

MAYOR LEGG: I don't blame you.

MR. HOOVER: The Humane Society had
to go in 1in suits and masks.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I have asthma. I
can't take it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I wasn't
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aware, That's all still in there? Mike,
I'm sorry. I wasn't aware of that.

MR. HOOVER: We need a professional
person to go in that house. Maybe these
people did go in the house. I doubt it.
Maybe they just told them it has to be
gutted.

MR. STULL: You're not going to last
more than ten minutes in there.

MR. KOMENSKY: Who is doing the
county hazmat stuff? You ask Tag tomorrow.
Send him a text and ask him who is doing the
county stuff, we'll get it to Mike.

MR. HOOVER: We need professional
people to do this house.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I have an
idea. If council's okay with this, real
quick, respond back to this Tletter, tell
them the house is condemned, stay out of it.
Tell them that you are requiring as the code
enforcement and zoning officer a
professional to go in there, do a full
report and it has to come back to you. Then
we'll take it from there. They can't even

go into the house either. It's condemned.
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ATTY. RINALDI: If it is condemned
they're not supposed to.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: TIs council
okay with instructing Mike to do that?
Okay. I wasn't aware that the feces and
everything is still in the building. Mike,
do not go in the house. I'm sorry. I
didn't know that. So we should have a

professional company go in there.

17

Mike, inform them to stay out of the

house, it's condemned. By law they can't go

in. They need to get a professional company

to do a full report, and then the full
report has to come back to -- from a
professional company, not them.

MR. HOOVER: They have to pay for
this. They're responsible for it all,
whatever the charges may be.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, if you
want to respond back with a phone call
that's fine, but make sure your first
response is in writing so it's documented.
Anything else?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: That's it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else
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for tonight or for the meeting?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any other questions for Mike?

MR. KOMENSKY: Thanks for helping
Joe down at the field.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes, thank you
for that as well.

Dave Lopatka, engineer, good
evening. Anything for the meeting tonight
or for the upcoming agenda?

MR. LOPATKA: Just tonight I have
two projects here but there's four total
that we're going to be putting out to bid.
One immediately is the phase two of the
Pagnotti Park infield project.

The second one that I have here 1is
the memorial wall project.

The other two are Marion Street,
Miles Street, the paving and some of the
other things we had discussed, the
basketball courts.

The fourth thing would be the Marion
Street park lighting project.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: This is all
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projects all going out for bid?

MR. LOPATKA: A1l of them will be
out to bid within the next week. Also, I
know we advertised last month the MS4, the
pollution reduction plan, with a requirement
of us submitting your updated application,
NPDES permit application for the MS4. That
period expired about a week and a half ago,
and I subsequently addressed no comments
because there weren't any, updated the
report to that effect and have now submitted
your NPDES permit application the PRP plan
to DEP for review and ultimately a permit.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

MR. LOPATKA: That's all for me.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Dave?

MR. HOOVER: American Asphalt?

MR. LOPATKA: He did send me an
e-mail. I have to get back to him. He sent
me -- what's the road up from yours?

MR. HOOVER: Nicholas. Wet spot on
both sides.

MR. LOPATKA: So he did send me some

photos preconstruction that showed a puddle
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1 in the same spot. So all they did was mill
2 and overlay an 1inch and a half. I have to
3 look at it, but it seems to me like from
4 the --
5 MR. HOOVER: They did come down my
6 street and look at Bubernak about 40 miles
7 an hour. I don't know how they saw
8 anything.
9 MR. LOPATKA: I did contact the
10 surveyor to go over the as-built so I can
11 better understand what they did and if
12 there's anything we can do to rectify that.
13 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
14 have any questions?
15 MR. KOMENSKY: DPW?
16 MR. LOPATKA: It's in the process.
17 Another one.
18 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?
19 MR. LOPATKA: That would be it.
20 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Thank you.
21 Police chief, Jason Dubernas, good evening.
22 Anything for the meeting tonight?
23 CHIEF DUBERNAS: I have nothing for
24 the meeting or agenda.
25 MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
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have any questions for the chief? Thanks,
Chief.

Assistant fire chief, Bill Stull,
good evening. Anything for the meeting
tonight or for the upcoming agenda?

MR. STULL: Two things that are
coming up. Sunday, the 22nd of June 1is our
corn hole tournament for the fire
department, so we're asking again to block
off Fallon Street to South Main Street
alongside Revello's. Pat pretty much owns
the whole street all the way down.

Then I want to bring to council's
attention that in the apparatus sale we took
our 2006 Crimson, we sent down the Bulldog
to get a refurb job. So when that comes
back 1in about three months that will be our
primary engine going out the door.

The existing engine now is a '02 E1
that is going to be looked at being sold.

We did purchase that 1990 E1 Hush that was
originally built for a Targe hose company
back in 1990. We found out where it was, we
got it back. It's being all done over

again. That's going to be put in as a
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reserve piece.

So we're going to be downsizing. We
don't want a squad and engine going out
anymore. The squad will be the new engine,
the existing engine is going to be sold, and
we're going to keep that reserve piece. We
should be good.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

MR. STULL: That's it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for the assistant fire
chief? Thank you, Bill.

Attorney Rinaldi, good evening.
Anything for the meeting tonight or the
upcoming agenda?

ATTY. RINALDI: Just two things.

Did you ever check to see if there's any of
our sewer lines going --

MR. LENCESKI: No.

ATTY. RINALDI: Rosalie. It may
have been dedicated by the plan to the
borough if there's sewers going in there for
that development.

And we have going back to our zoning

and SALDO update. I think everybody's aware
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that URDC is closed because of their main
owner had a stroke. I managed to get all
the files on a disc drive. We can't open
some of them because we don't have the right
software. But Pennoni Engineering is
agreeing to pick up some of the clients to
finish the work. So based upon what URDC
has been paid to date and what's left
Pennoni gave a proposal -- and I can share
it with council -- to complete the job that
URDC was hired to do for the remainder of
the fee, which is $12,000. They set forth
everything that's left. We're really in the
home stretch for the zoning part. The
SALDO, there was a draft that was done. It
has to be completed. Pennoni sent a
proposal to complete that. If it's
acceptable to the borough we can engage them
rather than start over from scratch with
somebody else.

And just a five minute executive at
the end of the meeting.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay.
Anything else?

ATTY. RINALDI: That's 1it.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for the solicitor?

MR. HOOVER: Did we ever pick a
number for the skill games?

ATTY. RINALDI: I was waiting to
hear from you guys. I sent you a draft.

MR. HOOVER: It was a month ago that
Mike gave us the document of who had what,
how many machines. I'd like to get that off
the table. Think about maybe we can do that
at our meeting --

ATTY. RINALDI: You have to
advertise that seven days before.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions? Thanks, Bill.

Borough manager, Marylynn, good
evening. Anything for the meeting tonight
or the upcoming agenda?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Nothing for the
agenda, but just a couple things I want to
make part of our record. The camp dates
have been made public and it is the week of
July 14th and the week of July 21st.

Dave brought up about -- actually

Mike brought up about the DPW building.
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Dave has been working on the plans but we
don't have any funding in place for that, so
I would 1ike to talk about that. Our grant
writers were working on trying to see about
getting us a loan from USDA, but we haven't
had any discussion about what was our plan.
Were we going to try to pay for it with a
grant. If that's the case that really puts
any type of work out until we actually are
approved for a grant. A loan might be
something interesting. So maybe we should
have a finance meeting to discuss --

MR. HOOVER: I thought we'd get some
kind of an estimate from Dave first and see.
A cost estimate of what it would cost to do
what we want to do to see what the ball park
is. We can get a loan or some money for it,
a grant.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Some of the things
that Dave is putting out for bid, basically
there's four projects and three of them we
have grant funding for. The only one we
don't is the memorial wall. I'd like to
keep up with that.

Which brings me to my next item,
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Streetscape. There's constantly talk about
Streetscape but we haven't taken any steps
toward making that happen. Couple years ago
we had a meeting with the people from DCED.
I'd 1ike to get that up and running again
because I think that we could do great
things here, but it's going to take a big
move.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I was
addressing that tonight. I spoke with Paul,
the director of CDC, I spoke with Senator
Flynn, Representative Haddock, and I spoke
with our grant writer. They said that a
Monday for them in June 1is good. If you can
pick a Monday in June they all want to come
down and sit with us and discuss -- 1
brought it to Paul's attention to get back
in the room with us, explain to us the steps
again we need to take, and then we can get
moving on it.

Paul said any Monday is good.
Senator Flynn, Representative Haddock and
Nathan Barrett's office, they all said any
Monday is good for them.

MS. BARTOLETTI: How about'after the
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meeting we finalize a date.

MR. KOMENSKY: I did see on that
that the governor has allocated more money
for the Main Street Matters program. I
think 50 or 60 million more. So that's why
I was asking you about it earlier. Possibly
we can put a couple projects together on it.

MS. BARTOLETTI: That's one of those
type of things that's big. Beyond us big.
Other people in with us. That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Marylynn?

MR. HOOVER: What does Nathan have
in regards to grants? What's he supposed to
get for us?

MS. BARTOLETTI: We have the DCNR
grant, we have the Streetscape that's been
on hold, we have the DPW garage that's been
on hold. I can look it up on my computer.

MR. HOOVER: We haven't spoken to
him in a while.

MR. KOMENSKY: Maybe when we have a
finance meeting you can put that together
for us.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Yes. We don't have
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a lot of activity going on right now, as
much as we should or could. We need to give
them the projects to look for.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I spoke to
Nathan. He said whenever we want him to
come to a meeting. One of our work session
or regular meetings. We can ask him all the
questions we have. He'll give us an update.

MS. BARTOLETTI: In order for them
to do their job we need to have things ready
to give them. We can't ask them to apply
for grants that we don't have anything ready
for. You have to have something on paper.
You have to have a plan. Otherwise they
can't ask for anything. You can't go in
with a blank slate. Right now we don't have
anything to ask them to do.

Again, the ones that Dave spoke
about, except for the memorial wall we have
followed through and except for the DPW
garage. So those plans are good.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Marylynn? Thank
you, Marylynn.

Before we go down the table we'll
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ask if any of the members of the public have
anything they'd to like to address us with?
Thank you.

Mayor Legg, good evening. Anything
for tonight or the upcoming agenda?

MAYOR LEGG: I gave another
outstanding citizen award on Memorial Day at
the Moosic Road cemetery. The recipient was
Mr. Adam Chase, who organized the Memorial
Day program every year, the seven and a half
years I'm here. He also organizes a
Veteran's Day program in November. He does
a very good job. It's a Tot of work. He
was very thankful. He was as happy as a pig
in a poke.

I have one more scheduled either the
end of this month or July and then I'm going
to take a little hiatus for a little while.
I think it's a great program and I'm proud
to do it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It is a great
program to recognize men and women from the
community. Councilman Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: I don't have anything

this evening.
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MR. LETTIERI: I'm good.

MS. MCCAWLEY: I don't have
anything.

MR. HOOVER: Mare, the resolution
for the compost, was that sent?

MS. BARTOLETTI: It's done.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I don't have
anything as well. Council's going to break
into a brief executive session.

With that said, the chair would
entertain a motion to adjourn the work
session.

MR. KOMENSKY: So moved.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Komensky. A1l in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)
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