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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Once again,
ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Welcome
to the work session of the 01d Forge
Borough. Tonight is Tuesday, June 2, 2026.
The purpose of our meeting will be to set
our agenda for our regular meeting coming up
in two weeks, which will be Tuesday, June
16, 2026.

Tonight we'll hear from our
department heads, we'll go down the table
and we'll hear from our mayor and our
elected officials, our borough manager and
our solicitor.

I have a public sign-in sheet here.
We have a few names on it already. If
anyone else would like to sign it, at the
end of the meeting we'll give a few moments
to address us.

With that said, our one department
head, Joseph Lenceski, is not here tonight.
His daughter 1is graduating, so he was
involved in the parade.

Our chief of police was also
involved in the parade. I think he's going

to be coming a Tittle Tater. We'll call
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him,

We'll go to our engineer, Dave
Johns. Dave, good evening. Do you have
anything for our meeting tonight or for the
upcoming agenda?

MR. JOHNS: No, I have nothing for
the agenda. Just to give you a brief
update, and Marylynn knows, the projects at
the park are moving forward. We've been
meeting with the contractor to go over any
issues that we're having, and it's been well
received by the contractor and the projects
are moving right along.

Then on top of that, at council's
direction we're taking a T1ook at the
roadways. We're developing a T1ist and also
making recommendations to council as far as
roadways that are defective. So we're
taking a look at that as well. So we should
have that shortly.

Then on top of that, Tast, but not
least, the MS4, we're working through that
and hope to have an update next week.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay.

Anything else, Dave?
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MR. JOHNS: I think I said enough.
Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members of council have any questions for
Dave?

MR. NESE: So you were able to get
some of that MS4 from --

MR. JOHNS: Correct.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions?

MS. CHICKEY: I know you were going,
the day after we met, to Took at Bennett
Street. Did you find the cones?

MR. JOHNS: I did. I found the
cones, yeah.

MS. CHICKEY: So you see what we're
talking about there.

MR. JOHNS: I do, and I see that
it's an issue with water rushing down to
Milwaukee.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other of
the members have any questions for Dave?
David, thank you.

Chief, good evening. Anything for

the meeting this evening or for the upcoming
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agenda?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Yeah. Just if
everybody's available on Monday, the 15th,
to interview a couple part-timers so we can
hire them the 16th.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: What time, 5

CHIEF DUBERNAS: That works for me.
Then I would Tike to have an executive after
the meeting on several topics.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: This evening?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else,
Chief?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: That's it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the chief?

MR. KOMENSKY: Chief, I have a copy
of the Blakely ordinance for the E-bikes.
I'm going to give it to you and Bill. You
guys look at it and come back to us with a
proposal or what you think we should do for
the meeting, and then we can add it to the
agenda for next month or whenever.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Perfect.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
other members have any questions for the
chief? Thank you, Chief.

Bill Stull, assistant fire chief,
good evening. Anything for the meeting
tonight or our upcoming agenda?

MR. STULL: Couple things. Getting
phone calls over at the fire station
regarding our 1ife safety inspections to do.
Usually it goes through Mike, but since he's
not here is there a way we just keep doing
them as we were?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Bil11, is it
okay if the fire department keeps doing
them?

ATTY. RINALDI: How were you doing
it before? Mike would schedule it. Right?

MR. STULL: Yes. The guy from West
Brewing down on Moosic Road called.

ATTY. RINALDI: If he wants to
invite you in on your own, but you can't do
much more until we get a code enforcement
officer. You can explain that to the
person. Say I'm happy to do an inspection

but you have to ask me for it.
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MR. STULL: He asked, so we're going
to schedule him for this week. But do you
still want me to send my reports to Mike?

ATTY. RINALDI: You can send it to
the borough.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Copy it to me.

MR. STULL: What about the occupancy
permits? I know we sign off on the fire
department side that we did the 1ife safety
inspection, that there were no follow-ups or
anything, they don't have any violations.

We always send that to Mike. But in the
interim who is going to issue an occupancy
permit?

ATTY. RINALDI: Hopefully somebody
will be appointed soon.

MR. STULL: That was one of his
questions to me. I said we don't do that.
We just sign off on the fire department side
that our 1ife safety inspection was good.
Then I give it to Mike and code enforcement
will issue it.

MR. KOMENSKY: Correct me if I'm
wrong - -

ATTY. RINALDI: It kind of depends
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on what other inspections needed to be done
that Mike would handle.

MR. KOMENSKY: So they do theirs.
Joe technically has to do his, then he would
send that out to Mike for Mike to issue.
Correct?

ATTY. RINALDI: He has one
component, he has a component. It all comes
here to make sure all the other boxes are
checked. So they can operate.

MR. STULL: That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Thanks, Bill.
Do any of the members have any questions for
Bil1l Stul1? Thanks, Bil1.

Attorney Rinaldi, anything for the
meeting tonight or for the upcoming agenda?

ATTY. RINALDI: Agenda wise, it
depends on what council does tonight with
regards to appointments and the garbage bid.
We're running out of time, so that's going
to have to be done at the next meeting.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

ATTY. RINALDI: And I need an
executive session.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
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members have any questions for the
solicitor? Thank you, Bill.

Borough manager, Marylynn, good
evening. Anything for this evening or the
upcoming agenda?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Bill mentioned the
garbage contract bids, and we have two for
tonight. So I guess Tater in the meeting
we'll be opening these. I really don't have
anything else for tonight.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the borough
manager? Thank you, Mare. Would you like
to do the bids now, before public comment?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Whatever you guys
want.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Our first one is
from J.P. Mascaro and Sons. So option one
is a three year contract, and the total bid
for the three year contract is $2,107,968,
and it does have a four and five year
option.

The alternative is option two, which

is a five year contract, and the total for
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the five year contract is $3,728,460.

The second bid is from Casella, and
the first option is a three year contract.
For three years the total bid is $2,671,277.
There's an option for year four and five.

Then the second is option two, which
is a five year contract, and the total bid
for the five year contract is $4,465,693.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We only have
two?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Two. Correct.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I see members
from J.P. Mascaro. If you would Tike to
come to the podium.

MR. DEGENNARO: My name 1is Sal
DeGannaro. I'm general council for J.P.
Mascaro and Sons. I just want to tell you I
have with me here this evening Sam
Augustine, he's director of sales and
marketing for over 45 years, and our two
local supervisors, Mike Plisko, who is our
general manager and supervisor, services
you, and a gentleman that really is in this
borough regularly, Mike, our marketing

officer.
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So we're pleased to be here. Before
I talk about our company I just want to say
I've done hundreds of meetings. I've never
seen a parade where council goes out. You
should really be proud of your community and
yourselves. This is Tike a Tittle piece of
America. I wish the whole country could see
because it really is patriotic.

As to the bid, I've been with this

company 35 years. I came here in 1980 in
law school. A friend of mine took me to one
of your pizza places. I came to work for

Mascaro, I came up here in 1991 and 1992 and
was pleased to see us have this contract. I
think pretty much every term we've been the
successful bidder. We really value our
relationship here with you folks. We look
at it as a partnership and I'm delighted to
see we're low bid.

I can tell you these are rea11y
challenging times for our industry. It
continues to be so. We've gotten contracts
where we've been the only bidder. You have
two bidders here. We certainly put the best

foot forward. I know the price has gone up,
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but your price was pre-Covid. Things
continue to rise and we've put in a
responsible bid. I'm pleased we're low
bidder.

I can also just point out to you in
many of these communities I go almost
without fail, just like your community.

They lock in for the five years. So we'll
be here in two weeks to answer any questions
and would hope you consider awarding the
five year contract. I know our bid's in
order. I'm sure your solicitor will tell
you that. We look forward to continuing to
serve the borough. I'm happy to answer any
questions.

I want to thank you for the
opportunity to continue to bid and serve
your community.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions?

MR. KOMENSKY: I don't have any
right now.

MR. NESE: Not today.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: There's no one

in the audience from Casella, is there?
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Before we go down the table we'll go to
public comment. First on the Tist, Mike
Martinelli. Good evening.

MR. MARTINELLI: Good evening. I
just wanted to stop up here and talk about a
few things that are happening in town. For
those who don't know me, my name is Michael
Martinelli. A Tlot of you on council I know
my entire 1ife. Councilman Nese I've known
since I was five years old.

Before I start I just want to point
out that Councilman Nese was at the little
legal on Sunday from 9:00 in the morning
until 6:00 at night helping with our opening
day. I think that kind of Teads into what I
want to talk about briefly. It's just the
connection between the little league,
between the borough. Just the town coming
together. The gentleman that just spoke as
an outsider of the town, that's what people
see. So they see the community and they see
everyone working together.

I think in the Tast few years the
little league and the borough were not on

good terms, and that's been no one's fault
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here. But I want to be that bridge to the
1ittle league and the borough and the school
and just the community in general. There's
a lot of things that we can work on and do
to get to where we want to get to. I know
Councilman Nese was at the 1ittle league
ceremony we had before opening day on
Sunday, and my biggest thing for the 1ittle
league is that we start working on
developing the kids so they're ready for the
next level.

You'll see in the last 20 years
there's certain pockets of kids -- the
basketball team this year at the varsity
level was outstanding. You'll see pockets
of kids that three or four years ago were
outstanding 1ittle leaguers, but then you
have these Tulls. That shouldn't be
happening here. Sports are the backbone of
this community. Whether people like that or
not it's true. I don't think anybody here
would disagree with that.

But I want to make sure that the
borough and the 1ittle league are working

together to make it the best experience for
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the kids.

Tonight I know I'm here to set up
meetings in the future and come to meetings
and talk about different plans, but I just
wanted to introduce myself and get to know
you guys and just say we're excited to work
together.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, we
appreciate it. The only thing I have is
borough council -- and stop me if I'm wrong.
Borough council definitely will work with
the 1ittle league or any other organization
in town, especially if it has to do with
children. We're always looking to work with
any of them. But we do appreciate you
coming because we do need to get a little
bit closer with you guys.

The park down there and Pagnotti
Park, hundreds of kids go down there every
year, whether it's for sports or tournaments
or just to go and hang out, get together,
socialize, whatever. So it's good that the
council and the 1ittle league and the people
in charge of the community parks are working

on the same page. I know we Took forward to
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it and it sounds like you guys do, too. So
I'm really happy about that. Thank you. I
appreciate your time.

Next we have Taurie Colosi.

MS. COLOSI: I have been -- I was
1iving in 01d Forge for nearly three years.
I 1ived at 946 Wood Street. I had been
calling the zoning officer for, 1like, three
weeks to get him to try to come out and
check out our house. It's absolutely out of
code. I have evidence here. I have plenty
of evidence also on my phone. This was
laying in our closet. This is all black
mold. As we were moving stuff out --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Are you a
tenant?

MS. COLOSI: I had to leave. I Tleft
the 31st. What happened was who owned that
house, he passed away last year, and this
new company took over. They're called Stone
Gate Company. They came and did a walk
through, they saw all this stuff. We even
put a request, a maintenance request for
them to come out.

Last week, when we were having these
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conversations, I had called the borough. I
was talking to everybody there. I left
seven voice mails for Mike, the zoning
officer. Then I spoke with the lady. I
don't know who's the head of the office. I
called them and she told me he wasn't in.
So I ended up calling Mr. Bill, the fire
department, because I wasn't sure what to do
at this point because I'm sure you saw my
little baby out there. She was born into
that house. I've been sick. Mentally, too.
It does that to you, too. Physically sick,
throwing up. I had quite a few hospital
stays. So I was really concerned.

As I was moving more and more stuff
out, because we had to a demolish the back
closet because of the mold and everything,
all our stuff had mold on it. It's just
bad. We sprayed that with bleach, it grew
back, and we were finding more and more and
more as we left. So that broke my heart to
hear.

I'm no Tonger a tenant but I do
sti1l1 have the key. I was to move out by

the 31st because I was not renewing my
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lease. I was 1living there for three years.
It's just very much not up to code
whatsoever. I'm afraid they're going to
move somebody in that's going to live in
that house and experience everything that I
experienced in that house with also my
mental health, because I'm pretty sure -- it
was getting to the point where I was having
the runs so bad that I was actually pooping
out my entire depression pill. It would
move through my body in four hours. I had a
colonoscopy last week. Everything's okay.
They said they can't test for mold
poisoning.

I can show you the pictures that I
have. It's extremely bad. I don't think
it's up to code. I just don't know who else
to contact. That's why I reached out to
Bill. Bill was so nibe to listen to me and
my entire story. They also have a daughter
upstairs. They've lived there for eight
years, I believe. She has, like, a feeding
tube.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: How many

apartments in the building?
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MS. COLOSI: We're in the basement
unit. It only has one meter. It's
literally a mother/daughter house. There's
very small, thin plywood that covered the
door that would go into the basement and
they made that into a door. So it's only us
in the basement and them upstairs.

MR. NESE: What was the address?

MS. COLOSI: 946 Wood Street.

That's here in 01d Forge. It's apartment B.
I also have another daughter who comes and
goes. She's with me all summer. I get her
on breaks from school, and my baby. That's
who I'm really the most worried about. She
was born in that house.

In the room specifically that we
started finding -- found this on the bottom.
That's all black mold there. A 1ot of
clothing that we had to throw away.

MR. NESE: Sorry you're going
through that.

MS. COLOSI: We moved.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Bil11l, although
we don't have a full time code enforcement

officer could the part-time code enforcement
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officer go up with the fire department for a
life inspection?

ATTY. RINALDI: If the landlord lets
them 1in.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1If you have
any photos -- I don't think we want you to
leave anything with mold. If you want to
leave photos. At your discretion you can
leave them with the borough manager, and if
we could get for temporary, while we have
our part-time code enforcement, if we can
get him and Bi11 in contact, Bil11 Stull, if
they can get a hold of the property manager.
If you can get permission you can go up
there until we get a full time code
enforcement officer, which is probably, I'm
going to say, within the next three weeks.
So if you have any other documentation or
photos you would 1like to drop off you can
come here Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. and drop them off. We'll get somebody
up there as soon as we can.

MS. COLOSI: Because I'm worried for
the family upstairs. Also during the walk

through on Saturday they were, 1ike, oh,
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yeah, we were well aware of all this damage,
well aware of the mold, well aware of
everything. My husband asked him then why
didn't you guys do anything. I even put a
maintenance request in for the mold and
everything and they never responded to that
as well. It's really bad there.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We're going to
try.

MS. COLOSI: Thank you very, very
much for your time.

MR. KOMENSKY: Chief Stull, do you
have any information from the Tandlord?

MR. STULL: No.

MS. COLOSI: 1I'11 give it to you.

MR. STULL: Previously Mike
Sokolowski, he would -- before it was rented
he started doing 1ife safety inspections on
them. So that would have been another one
that we would have hit prior to them renting
it out.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Before someone
went in, possible by seeing --

MR. STULL: He was setting that all

up. Actually we had quite a few of them 1in




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22
town.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It's a good
plan and definitely a great way to combat it
and keep an eye on what's going on and see
it firsthand before somebody moves 1in.

Before we go down the table does
anyone else from the public want to speak?

Bi11l, if we were to gain access to
the property with the owner's permission and
they did find mold and other things of
concern are we able to make them possibly
fix 1t?

ATTY. RINALDI: You can by our code,
and if it's that bad he can actually condemn
it. Tell him he can't have tenants there.
It depends on what he finds.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay, we'll go
down the table before we adjourn and we'll
hear from Mayor Legg.

MAYOR LEGG: I have nothing.

MR. NESE: Just real quick, Mike, I
did get to spend this past Sunday with the
Tittle league, and it was really good to see
the kids in the community enjoying the park.

Especially from a different chair now. I
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think it should be on the forefront of all
our minds to make sure that that park stays
in very good condition.

The other thing I wanted to mention,
and this kind of touches you, Chief, those
E-bikes are out of control.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: I chased them out
of the park before I came to the parade.

MR. NESE: I definitely think
council should Took at what Councilman
Komensky has from Blakely Borough and we
should consider it immediately.

The other members of the public who
came out here tonight, thank you. I really
appreciate it. It means a Tot when people
come and talk to us. Thank you.

MR. KOMENSKY: Chief, just to go
back to what everybody's talking about, I do
have the Blakely Borough E-bike ordinance
which I'm going to give to you. If you can
work with Bil11l, see what you want to do with
it.

I also have told Bil1l the ordinance
regarding when someone vacates an apartment

building, that we make sure that they get
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inspected prior to. So I'm going to give
the both of those to you. If you would Took
at them and give us some information on what
we can possibly do. I think it would be a
good program. When somebody's out of an
apartment go in and inspect it before
somebody goes 1in.

MS. CHICKEY: How about prior to
that, too, when they go into the apartment?
Because if we don't inspect it, it's not up
to par and the landlord doesn't take care of
it. Right?

MR. KOMENSKY: We can put in there
that should happen.

The other thing is, Mike, I'm glad
you came to today. Yes, we were kind of at
a crossroads with the Tittle Teague. So I'm
glad. I think it's a breath of fresh air
that we were all looking for. So thank you
very much for investing in our Kids and
doing what 1is right. We'll work with you
the best we can. Thank you very much for
coming in. We appreciate that.

MS. CHICKEY: Again, I'd like to

thank you for coming out. It takes a Tot to
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do that. You did a good job. We hope that
we can rectify that. I hope your issues are
taken care of.

And thank you guys for coming out
and talking to the borough. My kids are
grown now and it's been -- 01d Forge has
always been a great place. During the time
I was there so many more parents were
involved in everything. So I hope you
continue that because it seems 1like you guys
are doing a great job so far.

Unfortunately, I couldn't be there. But
congratulations.

MR. BUTLER: I'd just 1like to thank
Ms. Colosi for coming in and bringing this
to our attention because I wish that more
people would come in and bring these things
to our attention. It's kind of a pet peeve
of mine. I want to thank you for coming in.

I'd also 1ike to thank Mike and Matt
for coming in. Anything for the little
league. That was always my priority from
day one. I'm glad there's a changing of the
guard, as they say, and hopefully this will

lead to bigger and better things.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I only have
two things. First item I have is just for
public information. Council held an
executive session last Monday, on May 26th,
for personnel reasons.

The second thing I have is to touch
base on the resignation of our code
enforcement/zoning officer. Our next
meeting is going to fall before two weeks of
our application process. If Marylynn puts
it out tomorrow and we advertise for the
position in two weeks, I'm looking at the
calendar, the last application would come
the 17th. Our next voting meeting is the
16th. How would you Tike to handle that?
Would you 1ike to take applications until
the 19th, a Friday? Then maybe instead of
rushing it into the paper tomorrow we get it
in Thursday or Friday and have it in two
weeks. Then if you want, we'd have to have
a special meeting on the 23rd.

MR. KOMENSKY: So leave the regular
meeting where it's at.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Or do you want

to move the regular meeting ahead? Because
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we would give Marylynn time to get the ad
out to accept applications. Let's say she
gets it out Thursday. So they would be out
until the 19th. That's two weeks and one
day. Then we would come in on the 23rd
because our regular --

MR. BUTLER: Regular meeting is the
16th.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We're not
going to have time to vote on it. Even a
week further. Are you okay with that?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MR. BUTLER: That would be a big gap
between that meeting, the 16th, and the
first meeting of the following month. So it
would actually close the gap.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So accept
applications until the 19th, interview on
the 22nd, and put it before the board on the
23rd?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MR. NESE: I'm good.

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: At this time I
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don't have anything. The chair would
entertain a motion to adjourn.

MR. KOMENSKY: So moved.
MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Komensky. Al11 1in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that I attended the foregoing

proceeding, took stenographic notes of the same, that

the foregoing, consisting of 28 pages, is a true and

correct copy, done to the best of my ability, of same

and the whole thereof.

Mark Wozniak
Court Reporter
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