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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good evening,
ladies and gentlemen. I'd 1ike to call the
meeting to order. I'm going to ask the
Honorable George Seig to lead us in the
Pledge of Allegiance, please.

(The Pledge of Allegiance was
recited.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Roll call,
please, Marylynn.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Present.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Here.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Here. Once

again, ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
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regular meeting of the 01d Forge Borough.
Tonight is Tuesday, July 14, 2026. The
purpose of our meeting will be to go through
a few housekeeping motions and then we'll
hear from our department heads.

We have a public sign-in sheet. The
chief has that at his table. If anyone
would like to address us we'll give you a
few moments at the end of the meeting.

We'll then go down the table and
hear from our borough manager, solicitor and
our elected officials.

Before we do that we're going to
move one item on the agenda up. We have a
vacant council seat on the 01d Forge
Borough. We had a resignation, and borough
code states that you have 30 days to fill
the vacant seat. Our borough manager and
our solicitor legally advertised in the
Scranton Times and we accepted applications
up until last Friday at 4 p.m. We held
interviews this evening. We had three
applicants, for public knowledge. Our one
applicant was Devon Brown, our second

applicant was Raymond Talipski, and our
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third applicant was Alicia Hudak. Mrs.
Hudak notified our borough manager and she
requested that she did not want an
interview, so we interviewed Mr. Brown and
Mr. Talipski.

At this time the chair is -- this is
just going to be a motion to open up
nominations.

MR. KOMENSKY: TI'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have a
motion on the floor to open up nominations
for the vacant seat on 01d Forge Borough
Council by Councilman Komensky. A1l in
favor?

(Unanimous.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Nominations
are now open. Any member is allowed to say
one of the two names.

MR. KOMENSKY: Mr. Chairman, I'1]1
nominate Ray Talipski.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have one
nomination for Ray Talipski. Any other
nominations?

MS. CHICKEY: Mr. Chairman, I'1]1
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nominate Devon Brown.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have a
nomination for Devon Brown. Those are the
only two applicants, so when I ask Marylynn
to call roll call I'11 just say name the
person that you would be voting for. Roll
call, please, Marylynn.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Devon Brown.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Devon Brown.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Talipski?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Devon Brown.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Talipski.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Devon Brown.
Mr. Brown, congratulations. If you would
come up Mr. Seig will swear you in.

MAGISTRATE SEIG: It really is a
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pleasure all the time to be asked to swear

in members, including the mayor. I don't
believe I've missed any one of you here. I
believe I've sworn you all in. I am

dedicated to this community and I will not
budge from that. It has always been an
honor to swear you in.

(The oath of office was
administered.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Before we move
forward I'd 1Tike to say thank you to all the
applicants who applied for the position. We
appreciate you taking the time and the
effort. Mr. Talipski, thank you, and
Mrs. Hudak. I don't think she's in the
audience but I'11 thank her.

Mr. Seig, thank you once again for
attending and holding the swearing-in
ceremony.

Just for public knowledge, council
had a brief executive session prior to this
meeting. We had a personnel issue our
solicitor had to advise us with. We're
going to now break into another executive

session on another personnel matter. We
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might be a few moments, so we're going to
apologize now. We will be back.

(A recess was taken at this time.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Ladies and
gentlemen, good evening once again. Let us
apologize for that executive session. We're
going to be back in business. We're going
to begin the meeting. We're going to turn
it over to the mayor. He has two
proclamations he wants to present to the
public first.

MAYOR LEGG: Thank you. Mr. and
Mrs. Mattei, would you come up to the
podium, please. For those of you who don't
know these two people, Fiore and his lovely
wife, Trisha, he is a Vietnam veteran. He's
been involved with the American Legion for
years and years and years. The last eight
and a half years I've had the pleasure of
joining him in the Memorial Day celebration
and the Veteran's Day celebration. He is a
staunch 01d Forger, he's an outstanding
citizen, and I have a little something I
would 1like to present to you, if I may.

"This award is presented to Fiore
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Mattei in recognition of his many years of
participation in the Memorial Day and
Veteran's Day celebrations. Thank you for
all you do."

MR. MATTEI: Thank you.

MAYOR LEGG: Rose and Marylou, come
up to the podium, please. I think you all
know Rose Moretti Graham and Marylou Moretti
Lloyd. They are the owners and proprietors
of Romar Dance Studio, and they just
celebrated their 50th year. They've had
hundreds, maybe thousands of young people go
through there in that period of time, and at
the end of the year, I believe it's in May,
they always have a nice show and people talk
about it for days after. I have a little
something for you.

"This award 1is present to Rose
Moretti Graham and Marylou Moretti Lloyd in
recognition of your 50 years 1in dance
instruction.”

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI:

Congratulations again, girls. We're going
to continue with the meeting. We're going

to move into our first housekeeping motion.
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This is going to be a motion to approve the
minutes from the prior meeting.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman KomensKky.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.
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MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. The

second item is motion to approve treasurer's

report. Please note this does not include

the sewer account.

MR. BUTLER:

I'T1T make the motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by

Councilman Butler.

MR. KOMENSKY:

Second.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by

Councilman Komensky.

On the question?

Public input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER:

Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman

Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY:

Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman

Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY:

Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman

Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI:

Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.
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MS. BARTOLETTI:

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:

11

Councilman Brown?

Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Third

item is motion to approve invoices for

payment. Please note once again this does

not include the sewer account.

MR. KOMENSKY::

motion.

I'llT make that

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by

Councilman Komensky.

MS. CHICKEY: I'l1 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by

Councilwoman Chickey.

Public input? Roll call,

MS. BARTOLETTI:

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:

Chickey?

On the question?

please.

Councilman Butler?

Councilwoman

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY:

MS. BARTOLETTI:

Lettieri?

Councilman

Yes.

Councilman
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MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. The
fourth item is motion to approve invoices --
motion to approve treasurer's report for the
sewer department.

MR. NESE: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Nese.

MR. LETTIERI: 1I'11 second 1it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Lettieri. On the question?
Public input? Rol1l call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.
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MS.
Lettieri?
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
item under

to approve

BARTOLETTI:

Councilman

LETTIERI: Yes.

BARTOLETTI:

NESE: Yes.

BARTOLETTI:

BROWN: Yes.

BARTOLETTI:

Councilman Nese?

Councilman Brown?

13

Councilman Rinaldi?

RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Last

housekeeping,

number five, motion

sewer department invoices for

I'11 make that

Motion by

payment.

MR. LETTIERI:
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI:
Councilman Lettieri.

MR. BUTLER:

MR. RUSSELL

Councilman Butler.

I'11 second it.
RINALDI: Seconded by

On the question?

Yes.

Councilwoman

input? Roll call, please.
MS. BARTOLETTI:
MR. BUTLER:
MS. BARTOLETTI:
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY:

Yes.

Councilman Butler?

Public
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MS. BARTOLETTI:

Komensky?

14

Councilman

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:

Lettieri?

Councilman

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:
MR. NESE: Yes.
MS. BARTOLETTI:
MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:

Councilman Nese?

Councilman Brown?

Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. We're

going to move into our first department

head, DPW manager, Joe Lenceski. Good

evening. Other than your report, anything

for the meeting this evening?

MR. LENCESKI: Nothing.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So any of the

members have any questions for Joe?

MR. NESE: I just want to say thank

you to everybody who helped out cleaning up

for the 250 celebration,

everything you guys

did, the overtime. I know you're not there

on overtime because you're there. People

appreciate it.
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MR. LENCESKI: Thank you.

MS. CHICKEY: Second that, and for
hanging that sign outside, that banner five
million times.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Joe, amazing
job, as always. You and the department. I
have a 1ot I'm going to say about that after
the meeting, when it comes my time to go
down the table. Great job. Any members
have any questions for Joe? Joe, thank you
very much.

Engineer, Dave Johns. Good evening.
Anything other than your report for the
meeting this evening?

MR. JOHNS: No items.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the engineer?

MS. CHICKEY: I do.

MR. KOMENSKY: Did you submit the
paving stuff?

MR. JOHNS: I'm requesting another
meeting with the paving committee. We have
all the documents we had talked about, we
have -- we categorized all the streets by

level of deficiency, and we'd 1ike to share
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that with the paving committee.

MR. KOMENSKY: Okay. So you're
giving Marylynn --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That was also
going to be one of my questions. I know you
were on vacation last week. I know we had
one meeting between this one. I know we had
moved this meeting. What's the earliest you
would be available for a paving committee
meeting?

MR. JOHNS: Early next week.

Monday, Tuesday.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Morning?
Afternoon?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Next Tuesday
anytime.

MS. CHICKEY: Anytime after 2:30.

Is that okay?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Dave, we're
going to talk to Marylynn tonight after the
meeting, we'll give her a time, and then
we'll have her contact you and set it up for
Tuesday.

MR. KOMENSKY: Dave, I'm going to

talk to Marylynn. I want to have a
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discussion about the DPW complex. Maybe we
can fit that in Tuesday, before. So I'll
talk to Marylynn and she'll get a hold of
you.

MR. BROWN: Now, Mare, I think you
informed me the Main Street, you're working
on that?

MS. BARTOLETTI: That's going to
come up later on under new business.

MR. NESE: Dave, Marylynn has been
keeping us informed about the park. You
don't have any concerns with these change
orders, plans that you want to make us aware
of? We're working toward getting those
done?

MR. JOHNS: I think all of the
changes we've requested, so they're not
change orders 1like there's unforeseen
conditions. They're change orders that
there are additional items that weren't
included in the original contract that, to
put very simply, are going to make the parks
that much better. So we discussed them with
the contractor, we vetted the contractor for

his pricing, and I think Marylynn has them
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on the agenda.

MS. BARTOLETTI: They're not for
tonight because we still need to have
another meeting about it, but we're going to
pass it on the August work session. We're
going to make that a special meeting to be
able to vote on it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions for Dave?

Police chief, Jason Dubernas, good
evening. Anything for the meeting other
than your report?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: The only thing,
update you on the three cadets that
graduated Tlast Thursday. They took their
test today, they passed, so the process now
is starting with MPOETC. I just have to
wait for them to send me the letter, then I
can start the process of doing all the
paperwork on them. The other two have been
on the road for the last two weeks training.
You'll see them out and about.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: The only other

thing, I've been up to Millard and Broadhead
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Street multiple times. I'm not sure what
they're really looking for up there. You
can't go more than 15, 20 miles an hour on
that street.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Fifteen mile
an hour and a stop sign?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: It's just the
neighbors that 1ive there. They all
complain about each other. We've been there
for neighbor disputes for the Tast two
weeks, who's blocking whose sidewalks,
putting bins in their parking spots. That's
all it is. It's all neighbors complaining
against each other.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Could we just
make borough streets 15 miles an hour 1in the
borough instead of picking out and deciding
which ones --

ATTY. RINALDI: We talked about that
once before.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Then we have to go
and buy all new signs. It would cost the
borough a ton of money because in the
ordinance it's all 25 miles an hour.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Just a
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guestion.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the chief?

MR. KOMENSKY: Chief, how are you
doing with the grant? Pretty good with it?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: I got an e-mail.
It was submitted and accepted.

MR. KOMENSKY: Thanks for all your
work on that.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Marylynn, she had
to answer all the questions.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any of the
other members have any questions for the
chief? Thank you, Chief.

Fire chief, Mark Tagliaterra. Good
evening. Do you have anything for the
meeting this evening?

MR. TAGLIATERRA: I wish I knew what
was on the report. Billy put the report in
because he's on vacation. The only thing I
have -- and I'm not sure if it was on the
report or not. The department ran 33 calls
for June. We started this month off 1ike a

ball of fire, 18 runs in four days, starting




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

21
with a structure fire and ending with a
structure fire. So year to date we have 240
runs so far. We're probably going to end up
before council before --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You were over
450 or 465 Tast year. Correct? Around
there? Do any members have any questions
for the fire chief?

MR. BROWN: Chief, in the report
does that have response time, run time, too,
or --

MR. TAGLIATERRA: I don't know what
Billy has in his report.

MS. BARTOLETTI: We get separate
ones from Pennsylvania Ambulance. They come
in directly, so they'll be in the packet.

MR. TAGLIATERRA: Anything that
Billy did here is fire department only. The
ambulance will be separate from us.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any of the
other members have any questions for the
fire chief? Thank you, Chief.

Attorney Rinaldi, good evening.
Anything for the meeting other than your

report?
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ATTY. RINALDI: No. Everything else
we can cover in executive.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the
solicitor?

MR. KOMENSKY: I have a few
questions but they're Titigation related.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members? Thank you, Bill.

Borough manager, Marylynn. Good
evening. Anything for the meeting other
than all of your reports?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Anyone have any
questions on the financial reports?

Nothing? Okay. I have a couple other
things. I just want to thank everyone who
helped with the America 250 celebration.
Thank you to council for going along with my
idea way back when. This started last
October with forming a new committee. So
thank you for that. Special thank you to
the subcommittee, the police department, the
DPW, the fire department, all my staff.
Thank you. Mostly, thanks to Mike and

Beaver and Benny for all the time and effort
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that everyone put in. We all know what it
took to put together and thank you so much.

The summer camp is well underway.

It was last week and this week. There are
225 children signed up. We've had a lot of
donations of food and special items 1like
that. I'11 talk about that at our next
meeting, when it's complete.

We talked about change orders for
Cobalt, so I'm just going to put them on the
record of what we'll be dealing with. It's
a retaining wall, that the cost on it would
be $10,950 in addition to the asphalt, which
is $2,203.28, and the painting of all the
courts is $62,445. Just so everyone is
aware of that portion.

The senior center officially opened
last week. We had the ladies who play
Mahjong in, so they were the first ones to
use it. We are currently waiting on the
Lackawanna County Area Agency on Aging to
begin helping us to set up meals and
activities, which will be very new for 01d
Forge Borough.

CDBG, Community Development Block
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Grant, we need a project. I'm going to ask
one of our committees if we can get together
and put something on paper because our
representative will be coming to our August
18th meeting, giving his speech and asking
for our future projects. The deadline has
passed for two of those.

I'm going to request a sewer
committee meeting, hopefully next week. We
have a few items we need to discuss.

What Mike and Jason mentioned
before, we applied for a grant through the
Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and
Delinquency. The grant is called Safety and
Surveillance Modernization Initiative in the
amount of $232,057. So, Jay, thank you for
your help, and to our grant writers who were
a help as well. That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do any of the
members have any questions for the borough
manager? Okay. Before we go into new
business we'll go to public comment.

Anybody on the public comment sheet?
Christine Gogas. How can we help you?

MS. GOGAS: Thank you for having me.
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I became an 01d Forge resident two and a
half years ago. I bought a home on Church
Street. I Tove my home. I did not know
when I bought my home that there was a
colony of feral cats next door. I do
believe some people in the borough are aware
of this. There were 32 cats last year.
Most of them either have died or whatever
came of them, people picked them up.

This year it is just as bad, if not
worse. There are at least three lTitters of
babies who are sick. They are literally
full of maggots and they are dying all over
the property right next to me. They are
coming on my property, they are defecating
on my property. I came out my kKitchen door
to go to work a week ago and there was a
pile of cat crap. I had to clean it up.
There was maggots in it.

I'm a taxpayer, I'm a homeowner. My
neighbors -- I can't even tell you anybody
except for my one neighbor. I keep to
myself. I do not cause trouble. The cops
have never been to my home, they'll never be

to my home. I have grandchildren who come
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to my house. 1It's not fair that my grand
babies can't play in my yard because of
this.

MS. CHICKEY: What was your address
again?

MS. GOGAS: It's 311 Church.

MS. CHICKEY: So this is 3107

CHIEF DUBERNAS: No, 315. I know
the zoning officer, Dan, was out there the
other night.

MS. CHICKEY: I reached out to him
because I got a message from somebody.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: He was there
Thursday night. You might want to reach out
to him for more answers.

MS. GOGAS: The T&R did come and she
trapped. This past week I've had five or
six ladies give up a whole night to sit with
these traps. They did catch some of them,
but now they're finding them dead. It's not
okay.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Two ways --
and I'11 Tet Marylynn jump in after me.

One, we could contact our part-time zoning

officer. He was there, 1ike the chief said.
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We can find out if he cited anyone, if he
documented anything.

Second thing is once we hire a full
time zoning officer Marylynn could also
instruct that person to go to that house and
start the process of the documentation of
taking care of the problem.

Third, we also have a trap and
release program.

MS. GOGAS: I'm working with a team
already. I'm with them since last year.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That's the
third option.

MS. GOGAS: There's no vouchers.
They don't have the funding to take them.
Now they're asking for donations from the
community, which I absolutely will donate
something. But they're not my cats.

MS. BARTOLETTI: We usually have
vouchers and stuff. We don't have any right
now. We do provide that service. But do
you know if somebody in the neighborhood is
actually feeding them?

MS. GOGAS: Absolutely. The people

next door to me. The house on the corner of
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Tanya and Church. It is her. The T&R
ladies did tell them they had to seal a
basement window because the cats go in and
out of there. So they did seal that. She
also told them that they cannot feed these
cats anymore. Saturday night I witnessed
him open the door and a bunch of cats ran
out. I can't tell you how many. The stink,
when it's warm I can't even sit in my yard.
It's that putrid.

Anyway, a bunch of the cats ran out
with him and he puts plates of food down
Saturday night. I watched him do it. I do
have pictures. I did try to work with the
last zoning officer on this. I e-maijled
him, I called him, I sent him videos,
pictures. When nothing changed I got angry
and I said now I know why the people that
owned house prior to me put it on the market
in the winter. I bought my house in the
winter. Had I had any idea I never would
have bought my home. Never. Who wants to
Tive next door to that? If you guys would
just take a ride you would see. They don't

maintain the property either. Is it even
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fit for human habitat? Especially if all
these cats are going in this basement. Now
they're in a crawl space. Are they dying
down there?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That is what
the part-time zoning officer and full time
zoning officer will determine when they go
to the property and assess it.

MS. CHICKEY: Can you call the
animal control?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Griffen Pond? We
can reach out to the Humane Society, Marci.

MS. GOGAS: She can come talk to me.

MS. CHICKEY: This is like they are
hoarding the cats.

MS. GOGAS: These cats have been
there over a year. I 1live next door. I see
it every day, I smell it every day. They're
on my property every day. I'm not the only
one. There's a really nice young couple
that bought a home on Tanya Drive. They
have a beautiful deck. She said we can't
even use our deck, it stinks so bad. So
it's not just me. The T&R ladies took a

dead cat out of the pool over a block on
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Church Street while they were there trying
to trap over this weekend. So it's not just
me, the neighbor next door being impacted,
it's the neighborhood.

People, I think, are afraid to step
up, but somebody has to be the voice. So
here I am. I thank you guys for letting me
speak.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Guy Ferret?

MR. FERRET: My concern is I want to
bring up to you guys and our police chief
how the process might take place. Maybe
it's something going on. Other boroughs,
towns you see on the news and the paper
about the scooters and E-bikes. I'm sure
maybe anybody might have gotten complaints.
When you drive around town you might see it
yourself.

On my street -- and everybody knows
where I 1live. Devon is right around the
corner. He might be a witness, too, but not
as much as me. My biggest concern even
without kids is what I've been seeing in the
last four to five weeks. E-scooters,

they're not registered for the street. Am I
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correct, Chief?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Correct. We're in
the process. We're going to try to
duplicate the one Blakely has. We had
accidents with them and everything.

MR. FERRET: Something's going to
happen before it's too late. But that's
good news, you got the ball rolling on it.
However you come up with it, it's a warning
or a citation right off the bat.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: They've been
getting warnings. The parents are worse.

MR. FERRETT: What are you going to
do? It's the summer, they want to ride
their bikes instead of sitting on the
phones. That's a great thing, but they have
to do it with respect to the drivers on the
road because they don't belong there.

With that being said, I'm glad
there's something in the future and in the
process. I just happen to be, about two
weeks ago, coming out of my house and
Teaving to go running around and the girl on
the corner has two young kids and that's

where six or seven congregate, between the




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

32
scooters and the e-bikes. So the two kids
came up wearing helmets on e-bikes, and they
go pretty good. Twenty-five or 30 miles an
hour.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Maybe more.

MR. FERRETT: So they came by me,
but what was a 1ittle disheartening is one
of our officers came around Church Street
and followed them right to where the church
is and my uncle that passed Tives. So the
two e-bikes go through the stop sign. They
don't acknowledge the stop sign 1like our
vehicles do. So the same officer with the
windows tinted -- I can't tell you who it
is. It was a Blazer or Bronco -- Explorer.
So now he's following them, and I go out in
the street and I'm Tooking, to go up to the
next stop sign where Jimmy Williams Tives.

So without any ordinance or anything
as we speak I would think that the officer
should have caught up with them and tried to
say listen, guys, you're going too fast and
you don't belong on the street. When they
made the right on Stuart I don't know if

that took place. I only could witness the
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first block of Vine and the second block of
Vine.

But the point I'm getting at, even
though there's nothing in black and white
there is no ordinance that's being serviced.
This officer, in my eyes, should have at
least pulled up and told them something.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Give me the day of
the week and time, I can look it up.

MR. FERRET: It was evening. You
don't have to mention names. I've seen that
a number of times but that was the one that
really bothered me, that the officer came
down Church, made a left, followed them.
They had the chance to stop the two kids.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any chance you
caught the car number on the side of the
vehicle?

MR. FERRET: No. A11 I know is it
was a Blazer.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1If you could
give him the time and date he can find it
out on the schedule.

MR. FERRET: It was 7:00, 7:30. A1l

the windows were tinted. That's all I want
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to bring up. As long as there's something
in the making that we're going to get this
taken care of. The young kids out and about
with school out and the girl on the corner,
her two boys, there's seven, eight. They
fly around that corner. It's so dangerous.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1It's a very
dangerous situation for people driving.

It's dangerous all together. We agree with
you 100 percent.

MR. FERRET: 1Is it the kid's fault
or the driver obeying the Taw? But the kids
could cause something like this. On my
street it just -- I'm on a daily basis with
the kids.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1It's all over.

MR. FERRET: You get it cleared up
ASAP.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: What the chief
said. Our solicitor already has it. We
discussed it last month. We asked Bill to
get a copy of it. If we have to we're just
going to mimic it with our borough so we can
protect and prevent children from --

MR. FERRET: Something's going to
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happen.

MS. CHICKEY: I saw two kids
piggyback, no helmets.

MR. FERRET: Thank you for your
time.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Kathy McGary.

MS. MCCAWLEY: I'm just here to see
what the status is on the Jeffers wall.

MS. BARTOLETTI: I apologize. I got
your two messages and the phone number was
wrong on them. I didn't have a chance to
get back to you. The permit for Mr. Jeffers
has been reviewed.

MR. JOHNS: So there were drawings
submitted for the retaining wall. I had a
comment on the drawing. It seemed like it
wasn't a full design. I provided that
comment letter back to the borough.

MS. MCGARY: So it's in the process?

MS. BARTOLETTI: It's in the
process. It's definitely in the process.

So as soon as there's a design that Dave is
comfortable with, then the actual permit
will be given to him. He did go through the

permitting process. We're making sure
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everything is good because of the
circumstances of the wall. As soon as Dave
is good with 1it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It sound to me
that the engineer wants the wall constructed
and re-enforced a 1ittle bit better than the
current plans. Correct?

MR. JOHNS: So to get into the weeds
a little bit, the type of block that they're
proposing I've used before. It's an
adequate block. It's a bigger block. But
the fact is the drawings said tieback.
There's a tieback system that holds the
wall. Geogrid. That geogrid was indicated
on the drawing but said designed by
engineer, and I wasn't satisfied by that.

So I said that we should see that design.

MS. MCGARY: So after you get the
permit you'll give me a call?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Absolutely.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Before we go
into new business would any other members of
the public 1ike to address us?

MR. TAGLIATERRA: Addressing of

Keyser Avenue and Oak Street and the Taylor
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line. We had a call during the week for a
water leak at 259 -- they gave the address
as South Keyser, which puts it down towards
Mowry Street. The only thing that set me
off, they said it was the attorneys' office.
So I knew the attorneys' office was the
corner of Sibley. So that's where I went
and I had the engine come up to Sibley.
That's where it was.

When I asked the person on site, I
said what address did you give? She said
259 South Keyser Avenue. I said that's not
your address. You're technically on North
Keyser Avenue.

So is there any way we can look into
please getting that readdressed so we don't
have this issue for an ambulance call or
fire call? From Oak Street to the Taylor
1ine should be North Keyser Avenue.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: We've been dealing
with it. They all got letters that says
their address is North Keyser Avenue. Their
response was their deed says South Keyser
Avenue. So they're refusing to change it.

We sent them all letters. The only one
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that's correct is the 100 block.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Is there
anything the borough can do or is it the
responsibility of the homeowner?

ATTY. RINALDI: It's the homeowner
and 911,

MR. BROWN: Last time this was
addressed they recommended planning and land
use. They're the ones that assign the
numbers. So within economic deve]ppment --

CHIEF DUBERNAS: The numbers are
correct. It's just the orientation. Comm
center has the letter. The people calling
are still saying South Keyser. If it's
something serious a Tot of times they'Tll
dispatch Taylor Police because they think
it's a Taylor address. The 300 block of
South Keyser is actually Taylor and then it
comes to us. Instead of changing the
orientation they just changed it to South
Keyser all the way to Sibley, down to the
rear of Keyser, which is the old Diamond
Club. That's the only block that shows
North Keyser. So Gilchrist, the Diamond

Club or Stocky's property are the only ones
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that come up 105 or 107 North Keyser.
Anything above that CDL trucking place is a
South Keyser address.

MR. BROWN: You can't GIS the map.
They're the ones that put the addresses
on --

MR. FERRET: Taylor is 18517, 01d
Forge is 18518.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: If they say South
Keyser Avenue it gets dispatched to Taylor.
There's no 200 block of South Keyser Avenue,
Taylor.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Chief, how
many houses are on there? Four? Five?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: I think 17 total.
White Hall Mortgage, Back Road. I think
there's six on one side, eight on the other,
then the attorneys' office, then four and
three on the other side. People call and
say we're not changing our address. Our
deed says South Keyser.

MR. BROWN: Now, if we call the
recorder of deeds and asked her to update
the deed to the correct address they're not

changing their address. If we update their




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

40
deed what would be the process to -- say a
quitclaim deed. If there is some incorrect
hindrance on the deed what would be the
process?

ATTY. RINALDI: The owner of the
house would have to actually do a new deed
for his property. You're talking about the
address they 1list. That would be the
assessor's office. You have to go to the
assessor's and sign a form as the owner
saying my address is Tisted wrong. Their
deed 1is their description written probably
50, 60 years ago.

MR. BROWN: The police department
tried mapping GIS. Apparently that hasn't
worked. Maybe if we reached out to Evie
Rafalko along with the assessor's and say
let's all work together on updating this to
satisfy them, do whatever needs to be done
to correct the irregularities on their deed,
ensuring that that information is provided
accurately on the GIS.

ATTY. RINALDI: You can't change
deeds on your own. The owner of the

property has to say I want a new deed.
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They'1ll have to get a surveyor to say
something different than what they have
currently.

MR. BROWN: Right. We get the 17
residents together, because there's
obviously a public safety issue here, and we
get them 1into this room right here and we're
going to say we're going to straighten this
out here and now. The residents are going
off their deed, which is a piece of paper
describing their plot plan as this, which
it's technically not. So we need the
recorder to straighten that out. Then she
would give that to the assessor within 30
days. So maybe we can get a meeting
together with these property owners, 17 of
them, with the recorder and Pat Tobin.

ATTY. RINALDI: You can try.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Instead of
asking the owners to go up to the
recorder's, ask the homeowners to come here
and bring the recorder of deeds to them.

MR. BROWN: Correct.

ATTY. RINALDI: That's fine with me.

That's up to them. Mapping is mapping.
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MR. BROWN: Public safety.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 call Pat Tobin,
find out what the process is.

MR. BROWN: We can get the property
owners in here, we will do something.

MR. KOMENSKY: 1I'11 call Pat before
he goes to work in the morning. He can meet
Jason and me here. We'll tell him what
issues we're having.

MR. TAGLIATERRA: I will sit down
with Larry and see if there's a way of maybe
putting an alias address on them, so if they
say they're on South Keyser they're 01d
Forge. I don't know, multiple addresses.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Chief Tag, why
don't we let you contact the office, we'll
Tet Councilman Komensky contact Pat Tobin,
set up a meeting, 1like Councilman Brown
said. We'll try and get everybody in the
same room.

MR. BROWN: Everybody okay with a
two week follow up? The 28th.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else,
Chief?

MR. TAGLIATERRA: No.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Before we move
into new business, any other members of the
public Tike to address us? Okay. We're
going to move into new business. I'm going
to ask everyone to bear with us. We have a
lot of items on the agenda. We're going to
have to add a few, too. We're going to
start slow, just continue.

First item on the agenda in new
business, we've already filled 1it, the
vacant seat on 01d Forge Council.

Item number two is an appointment of
code enforcement and zoning officer, full
time, for the 01d Forge Borough. For public
knowledge and for the record, we had a
resignation of our former code
enforcement/zoning officer, Michael
Sokolowski. Then, under the permission of
council, Marylynn and our solicitor
advertised to accept applications. Those
applications were legally advertised in the
Scranton Times and the advertisement was
legally advertised in the Scranton Times to
accept applications due until Friday, June

19, 2026. Up until that date we received
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three applications. We received an
application from Frank Lia, we received a
second application from Benjamin Pritchyk,
and we received a third application from Pat
Collins.

The job start date that council came
up with will be this Monday, July 20th. The
salary for the position will be $45,000 plus
benefits. Marylynn, benefit package 1is
health, eyes, dental?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Yes. There is
retirement.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

MS. BARTOLETTI: No.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else
for the motion? At this time out of the
three applicants -- this is just going to be
a motion to open up nominations. The chair
is going to entertain a motion to open up
nominations, and any member of council can
say any three of those names.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make a motion to
open up nominations.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman

Komensky. A1l in favor?
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(Unanimous.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Nominations
are now open.

MS. CHICKEY: 1I'd 1ike to nominate
Benny Pritchyk.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have one
nomination for Ben Pritchyk. Are there any
other members who would T1ike to make a
nomination?

MR. LETTIERI: I'd 1ike to nominate
Frank Lia.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have a
second nomination for Frank Lia. Any other
members who would 1like to make a nomination?

MR. BUTLER: 1I'd like to nominate
Pat Collins.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We have a
third nomination for Pat Collins. There are
no more names for nominations, so at this
time the chair is going to ask to close
nominations.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by

Councilman Komensky. A1l in favor? This is
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just to close nominations.

(Unanimous.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Nominations
are now closed. I'm going to ask Marylynn
to call roll call. At that time any member
of council is able to say the name of one of
those three nominated. Roll call, please,
Marylynn.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Pat Collins.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Benny Pritchyk.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Pritchyk.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Frank Lia.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Pritchyk.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Benny Pritchyk.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Benny
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Pritchyk. I'd 1ike to thank everyone who
put their applications in. Mr. Lia, thank
you, thank you to Mr. Collins, and thank you
to Mr. Pritchyk and also congratulations.
Ben, if you could get in contact with
Marylynn this week. As we stated in the
motion the start date will be this Monday.
Marylynn 1is finished with the park program
this week, so she'll set a meeting up for
you for Monday and she'll call you 1in and
she'll start the process.

At this time we're going to move
into item number three. The chair is going
to entertain a motion to accept the settling
of a lTawsuit of a part-time police officer.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky.

MR. NESE: I'11 second that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Counciliman Nese. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.
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Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY:

MS. BARTOLETTI

Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY:

MS. BARTOLETTI:

Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI:

MS. BARTOLETTI:
MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI:

48

Councilwoman

Yes.

Councilman

Yes.

Councilman

Yes.

Councilman

Councilman

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI

Councilman

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes.

going to be added to the agenda.

going to be a motion to add.

It

Nese?

Brown?

Rinaldi?

This 1is

is

The chair is

going to entertain a motion to add the

acceptance of the resignation of a part-time

police officer. This is just to add to the

agenda.

MR. BUTLER:

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI:

Councilman Butler.

MR. KOMENSKY:

Second.

I'TT make that motion.

Motion by
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RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by

Public input? Rol1 call, please.

MS.
MR.
MS.
Chickey?
MS.
MS.
Komensky?
MR.
MS.
Lettieri?
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

this is now

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

BUTLER: Yes.

On the question?

Butler?

BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman

CHICKEY: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

KOMENSKY: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

LETTIERI: Yes.
BARTOLETTI: Councilman
NESE: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman
BROWN: Yes.
BARTOLETTI: Councilman
RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes.

going to be a motion to

Nese?

Brown?

Rinaldi?

Item 3B,

approve

the resignation letter of a part-time police

officer.
MR.

MR.

BUTLER: I'11 make that

motion.

KOMENSKY: Motion by Councilman
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Komensky.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Rol11 call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
number four is going to be a motion to hire
a full time police officer from the

certified civil service 1ist. The officer's
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Thomas Sherwood to the 01d Forge Police
Department as a full time 01d Forge police
officer.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 make that motion.

MR. LETTIERI: 1I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Butler, seconded by Councilman
Lettieri. On the question? Public input?
Ro11 call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman

Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?
MR. NESE: Yes.
MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?
MR. BROWN: Yes.

51
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MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
number five I'm going to read and then I'm
going to let Marylynn explain it for a
minute. Motion to approve payment
application number five for Hoffman
Electrical Contractors.

MS. BARTOLETTI: So this is payment
application number five for Hoffman, which
is the contractor doing the Tighting at
Marion Street Park, and the payment
application for tonight is $5,018.18. That
is the balance. It's final.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Item number
five, motion to approve payment application
number five.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky.

MS. CHICKEY: 1I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilwoman Chickey. On the question?

MR. KOMENSKY: I would just like to
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say that Hoffman -- I happen to meet them on
site a couple times. They were very
knowledgeable, they explained everything,
and I think they did a great job with that
lighting project. I just wanted to say
that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: On the
question? Public input? Rol1l call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
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number six, the chair is going to entertain
a motion to approve payment application
number four for Cobal Construction.
Marylynn?

MS. BARTOLETTI: This is for the
Miles Street and Marion Street parks for
improvements, and this payment application
is for $123,412.50. They both have been
approved by our engineer.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion to
approve item number six, payment application
number four for Cobalt Construction.

MR. BUTLER: I'11l make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Butler.

MR. NESE: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Nese. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
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Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.
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MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Next

item is number seven. This is going also to

be just to add to the agenda. It's going to

be resolution for a grant application.
First one is?

MS. BARTOLETTI: The first one is
Multi-modal Transportation Funds, a grant
application in the amount of $2,997,745.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: This is just
to add to the agenda.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that motio
to add it to the agenda.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion on the
floor by Councilman Komensky.

MR. BUTLER: I'T1 second it.

n
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Rol11 call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Number
eight would be a motion to approve the
Multi-modal grant application in the amount
of $2,997,745.

MS. BARTOLETTI: "So be it resolved

that the Borough of 01d Forge, Lackawanna
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County, hereby requests a Multi-modal
Transportation Fund grant of $2,997,745 from
the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be
used for Main Street beautification.

Be it further resolved that the
applicant does hereby designate Marylynn
Bartoletti, Borough Manager, and Russell
Rinaldi, Council President, as the officials
to execute all documents and agreements
between the borough of 01d Forge and the
Commonwealth Financing Authority to
facilitate and assist in obtaining the
requested grant.”

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that motion
to approve.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky.

MR. BROWN: I'11 second that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Brown. On the question?

MR. KOMENSKY: Marylynn and Dave,
thank you very much for your hard work with
the grant writers. She pushed this through.
I know it's a really big project and we

appreciate all your hard work behind the
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scenes on this. Thank you.
MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Well said. On

the question? Public input? Roll call,

please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
number nine is going to be also another
motion to add a resolution for a grant
application. Marylynn?

MS. BARTOLETTI: This is one for
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Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program.
MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: This is just

going to be a motion to add to the agenda.
MR. KOMENSKY: In the amount of?
MS. BARTOLETTI: Two hundred and

fifty thousand.
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MR. KOMENSKY: I'1l make that motion

to add that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman KomensKky.

MS. CHICKEY: TI'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilwoman Chickey. On the question?

Public input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.
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MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Brown?

MR. BROWN: This is for which park?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Pagnotti.

MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
number ten will now be a motion to approve
the Greenways, Trails and Recreation grant
application in the amount of $250,000 for
the Pagnotti Park project.

MS. BARTOLETTI: "Be it resolved
that the Borough of 01d Forge, Lackawanna
County, hereby requests a Greenways, Trails
and Recreation Program grant of $250,000
from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to
be used for Pagnotti Park improvements.

Be it further resolved that the
applicant does hereby designate Marylynn
Bartoletti, Borough Manager, and Russell
Rinaldi, Council President, as the officials
to execute all documents and agreements
between the borough of 01d Forge and the

Commonwealth Financing Authority to
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facilitate and assist in obtaining the
requested grant."”

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion to
approve?

MR. BUTLER: I'11 make that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Butler.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Komensky. On the question?
Public input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Chickey?

MS. CHICKEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Nese?

MR. NESE: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Counciiman Brown?
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MR. BROWN: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Before
we go down the table there are no more items
that I have for new business. Do any of the
members have anything before we go down?
Mayor Legg, any comment before we adjourn?

MAYOR LEGG: Thank you, first of
all, congratulations, Mr. Brown, and
congratulations, Mr. Pritchyk. Councilman
Butler, Councilman Komensky, Ben, Marylynn,
again, excellent job. Excellent job. I
have a person busting my chops every day for
eight and a half years why doesn't the
borough do this, why don't we do that. That
Monday morning after the celebration he came
running up to me and shook my hand and said
it was a great job. You guys did a
fantastic job. That's all I have.

MR. NESE: Benny, congratulations.

I lTook forward to working with you.

Devon, congratulations. I Tlook

forward to working with you as well.

The 250 celebration, everybody that
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was involved, everybody that came a couple
days before, 1ike me, I'm so proud to have
been a part of that. I remember the
centennial celebration the town had in '99
as a kid. I was nine years old. I remember
it. I hope that there was kids there Tlike
me that are going to remember that because
I'm going to remember it. I was proud to
work with each and every one of you guys
every day I was here. Good luck to you
both.

MR. BROWN: I'd just Tike to thank
all of council for tonight. I appreciate
everyone, and I look forward to working with
not only you guys as colleagues, the borough
administration, staff, the community as
well.

Congratulations on the 250. I know
all of the borough staff, council members
planned it and worked hard and it was a
beautiful day. Thank you.

MR. KOMENSKY: So I'd like to
congratulate Devon. I look forward to
working with you.

Benny, congratulations. I look
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forward to working with you.

I'd Tike to thank everybody else who
applied, whether it was for a council
position or for code enforcement officer.
Not an easy decision to make, but
unfortunately here's where we're at.

So I have a laundry 1list. I can sit
here and speak all day about the 250
celebration. It was a pet peeve of ours
going back to October, since Marylynn said.
We couldn't have asked for better weather,
better people. It was just unbelievable.
I'm glad I listened to my two colleagues who
got me to walk in the parade. It was
probably the most excitement I've had in
many years. I lead a boring life. It was
very exciting to see the smiles on the Kkids
and it was just amazing.

So first of all, I would like to
thank the 01d Forge Borough Council for
funding the celebration because it started
there. If we didn't have the funds to fund
this celebration. So I appreciate everybody
sitting at this table, some people who are

not here, for agreeing to this project that
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we had.

I'd Tike to thank the 01d Forge
School District, the board of education,
their management, staff for allowing us with
open arms to use the stadium. They were
very accommodating and they didn't stop us
from having this pipe dream coming to
reality. It really worked. The vendors,
the bands. I mean, a great bunch of people
to work with. Lackawanna County, who we got
the bandstand from. Whoever showed up and
walked in the parade, drove a car in the
parade.

The chief, I don't know if I'11 ever
ask you again to invite all the fire trucks.
I can't thank you guys enough. It was very
nice. We can't thank you enough for having
them. It was great to see them out.

Chief and the police department,
everybody went out of their way. I can't
tell you how proud I was when I saw those
two cars coming up the road, and you know
that was a pet peeve of mine. I thank you
for that.

But lastly, for everybody that
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attended, called, those kids going down that
slide, even the two big kids that went down
late at night. It was just a great day.
Proud to be an 01d Forger. I can sit here
and say the sky is no 1imit. We are going
to convene the 250 celebration committee
next week to try and finish up. We have
some thank yous to do and we'll have some
discussions on what we're going to do for
251. We have big shoes to fill.

I'm just proud. That day I was on
Main Street I was proud. I have to stop
now. Thank you very much to everyone.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

MR. LETTIERI: First off, I'd like
to congratulate Benny, Devon on your new
appointments. Also thank Frank, Pat, Ray,
Alicia for their interest in the borough. I
want to give kudos to all you guys. Mark,
yourself, the fire department, Bill Stull
for letting me ride shotgun in the parade.
Chief, working with you that day and Joe,
the DPW, it was pretty awesome. Special
thanks, obviously, to Marylynn and the

committee. Mr. Butler, Mr. Pritchyk,
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everyone, Mr. Komensky. You did a wonderful
job. Everything was great, I heard.
Everything was good. People want to do it
every year now. So thank you guys.
Appreciate it.

MR. BUTLER: Congratulate Devon and
Benny on their appointments. Two good
people. Also for the 250th celebration. I
wouldn't even know where to start. Actually
I do know where to start. I'11 start right
down at the end of the table. She's the one
that started the whole thing rolling. She
brought it up to us and we just kind of ran
with it. It turned out it was a really,
really good thing. Got a little shaky early
on in the morning because it was raining. I
remember telling Marylynn I said you're like
a Tong-tailed cat in room full of rocking
chairs. The rain stopped at 1:00.

I mean, nothing was greater than to
see all those people there and having such a
good time. Brought me back to the old days
when you used to have the carnival.

So Tike I said, they say it takes a

village. It took a village to pull it off.
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It wasn't just basically us three. We had
the subcommittee and the fire department,
the police department. There was so much to

do. But every part of that day was great,

from the parade to the fireworks. It was
tremendous. I thank everybody that was
involved. I had a great time.

MS. CHICKEY: Always a tough time
for me after all that, but I want to say
congratulations to Devon Brown. Welcome
aboard, welcome back. Congratulations to
Benny Pritchyk. I know you can do this.

The 250 year celebration is probably
one of the best things that I've seen since
I was a kid, since '76. I was six years
old. I was glad when I could help when 1
did. I enjoyed it so much, and everybody
here, the police department, chief, chief,
Joe, everybody. It was stt so nice to see.
That day I don't think anything could bring
you down. If it did --

MR. KOMENSKY: We weren't going to
let it.

MS. CHICKEY: And that drone show, I

was crying. It was beautiful. So,
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Marylynn, thank you for all your sacrifices,
and Mike and Beaver and Benny. I mean,
looking at it from my perspective of from
somebody else's eyes that saw all the work
that went into it from the fire department,
the DPW, and it just looked so flawless. I
was just glad to be a part of it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Well said.

MR. KOMENSKY: I just want to say
thank you to everybody because the comments
really mean a lot. I know they mean a lot
to Marylynn. I can't even look at her right
now.

But what I would 1ike to say is I
was there late that night. Was it 1:007?

And I'm still there. He said to me aren't
you going home? I just walked around the
stadium in awe that night.

What I wanted to say is as soon as 1
get the pictures and the video of the drone
show, which what I was able to do is I got
the original sound bite that we played on
stage that night and I got it put on the
video. So it will be 1ike you were there.

As soon as I get all that I'T1l show it to
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you. Thank you for all the comments. It
really means a lot.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay. First
of all, I'd 1Tike to say well said by every
member up here. It's nice to hear all the
members express their appreciation, their
gratitude and their good comments and
thoughts for the celebration. It's nice to
hear them congratulate the people who were
awarded either the hired position tonight or
the applicants. It's just nice to see that
the members of the council appreciate the
public, the public appreciates the members
of council. So that's what it's about to
me .

But I would 1ike to start off with a
couple things. My first congratulation is
going to be to Councilman Brown. Devon,
congratulations. I worked with you for four
years in your first term, 2014 to 2018. I
look forward to working with you again as
well and continue to work with our current
members. I feel we have a good team. I
felt we had a good team before as well. I

feel T1ike we can continue keep moving the
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borough forward, we can continue helping out
our community and our residents, our
children, and I feel that we can all keep
going forward and I feel you're going to be
an asset to that, along with everyone who 1is
currently here.

Congratulations to Benny Pritchyk on
your appointment to the zoning department.
Ben, as you know because you sat here for a
few months prior with us, as time goes on
that department is going to be a really busy
area. I have full confidence in you and I'm
sure you're going to fulfill it. We're here
to help you with whatever you need.

Marylynn is here, the borough council is
here. We really need you to hit the ground
running and I firmly believe you will do
that. I'm happy with my decision.

I'd Tike to thank the other two
applicants as well. I know I already said
it. Mr. Lia and Mr. Collins. I thank them
for putting in. I thank the other
applicants again for putting in for our
borough council seat, Mrs. Hudak and

Mr. Talipski. It's not an easy job
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decision. I know I love it, I know we all
love it. I commend anyone who puts their
name in and runs for the seat or be
appointed to the seat and sit here fulfill
the duties of it.

I'd 1Tike to congratulate Officer
Sherwood as our newly appointed full time
police officer. Officer Sherwood's been
here with us a number of years, correct, as
a part-time officer? I think you hired him
back in maybe '16.

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Earlier than that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: WelT,
congratulations to him. He's definitely
fulfilled his duty and earned his time, so
I'm very happy with council's decision.

Congratulations to the two

recipients of Mayor Legg's proclamations.

72

Both well deserved. Mayor, I know I've said

this a lot. You've been doing this now for
maybe a 1ittle over nine months. Correct?
Almost a year? It's nice to see that you
recognize people from our public, our

community who deserve it. It's nice to see

that they appreciate it. It's a really nice
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thing you do and I know you're going to
continue doing it. I'd 1ike to see you move
forward.

With the 250 year celebration I'm
going to just take some time. I know you
probably read it when I posted it on
Facebook. I wrote something up basically
from myself but from all of us, and I wrote
it to the people who participated and the
people who organized it, the people who
worked it. I'm just going to read it for a
few moments and it's going to offer all my
thanks and my praise to everybody.

So first and foremost, I want to
thank -- I made it from the borough council.
I spoke for all of us.

"To the events committee, we send
our deepest gratitude for the commitment to
the committee members whose hard work,
vision and countless hours made this
celebration a reality. Thank you to former
councilman Benny Pritchyk, Councilman Andy
Butler, Councilman Mike Komensky, and the
master behind it all from start to finish,

our borough manager, Marylynn Bartoletti.
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Your commitment to our community and your
tireless efforts brought pride to our
borough and every corner of 01d Forge.

To our borough officials, a special
thank you to Mayor Robert Legg for bringing
George Washington to 1ife, Char Chickey as
our Statue of Liberty, Councilman Mario
Nese, Council Vice-President Michael
Lettieri, and myself. Your participation,
dedication and 1eadersh1p set the tone for a
patriotic and memorial day. Great job to
all of you. Thank you very much.

To the 2026 event subcommittee,
thank you to Gina Dominick, Tracy Krasulski,
former councilwoman Jenna Jones-Shotwell,
former councilwoman Allison McCawley, Adam
Chase for your creativity, planning and
support. You're appreciated more than you
Know.

To the borough staff and to our
departments. Department of public works,
DPW. Joseph Lenceski, our manager, and our
DPW staff, Bob Resio and Mike Reuther. So
you, Mike and Bob, you guys were there from

start to finish. You did a great job. I
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know you did stuff also leading up to,
during it and after it. Great job. In the
weeks leading up to the event and all day
during it you ensured the borough shined for
the American milestone.

To our public safety departments,
01d Forge Police, 01d Forge Fire and all our
EMS workers, thank you for your
professionalism, protection and presence.

To leading the parade with Tights and
sirens, to working the entire event, keeping
our families safe, your service embodies the
very freedom we celebrate. We are grateful
for your dedication and duty and your pride
in this community.

To the borough secretaries and
staff, thank you for your work behind the
scenes that made the celebration seamless.
We appreciate your daily commitment to Ol1d
Forge."

Sandy, I thank you as well. You
guys worked the stands for the church. Nice
to see you.

"To A11 members of the 01d Forge VFW

Post 4054, thank you for your continued
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service and for standing with us to honor
America. We appreciate your time and
support at all of our events throughout the
year.

To our schools and students, thank
you to the 01d Forge School District for
providing the grounds of Veterans Memorial
Football Stadium to host this event. All
01d Forge elementary and high school
students who participated in the parade,
including our cheerleaders, marching units
and the 01d Forge High School band. You
made us proud and you showed the future of
01d Forge 1is bright.

To community partners and
participants, owners and drivers of the
classic and antique cars in the parade,
thank you for sharing your piece of American
history and horsepower.

To the Tobyhanna Army Depot, thank
you for participating in the parade and for
proudly displaying one of your military
Humvee vehicles. It was a powerful tribute
to our armed forces and a reminder of the

strength that protects our freedom.
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To the neighboring police
departments, fire departments, EMS
departments who helped and participated, we
appreciate your partnership and brotherhood.

To all the vendors and organizations
that set up stands, thank you for adding to
the celebration and showcasing our local
spirit.

Last, but not Teast, thank you to
our community. To every parent who brought
their child, every grandparent who waved a
flag, every family who lined the streets,
and every friend and neighbor who came to
celebrate, thank you. You didn't just
attend an event, you showed up for America.
You taught the next generation what
patriotism looks like. You stood together
as one town, one people, under one flag,
sharing in 250 years of freedom, sacrifice
and hope in your cheers, in your hand over
your heart, and your pride in your red,
white and blue. We saw the true spirit of
01d Forge and the soul of this great nation.
This celebration belongs to you.

We thank God. We honor all branches
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of our military past, present and future.
To every man and woman who has served or 1is
currently serving, thank you for your time,
your sacrifice and your courage. Because of
you we live free. Because of you we raised
our families. Because of you we continue to
pursue life, liberty and happiness our
founders envisioned 250 years ago. We are
01d Forge, we are America, and we're 250
years strong.

Thank you to everybody who
participated. It was a great job by all.

At this time the chair would
entertain a motion to adjourn.

MR. KOMENSKY: So moved.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky. All in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)
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CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that I attended the foregoing
proceeding, took stenographic notes of the same, that
the foregoing, consisting of 78 pages, is a true and
correct copy, done to the best of my ability, of same

and the whole thereof.

Y = 2

Mark Wozniak ——
Court Reporter
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