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MR.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Good evening,

ladies and gentlemen.

I'd Tike to call the

meeting to order with the Pledge of

Allegiance,

please.

(The Pledge of Allegiance was

recited.)

MR.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Roll call,

please, Marylynn.

MS.

McCawley?

MS.
MS.

Shotwell?

MS.
MS.

Komensky?

MR.

MS.

Lettieri?

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

BARTOLETTI:

MCCAWLEY:

BARTOLETTL:

SHOTWELL:

BARTOLETTI:

KOMENSKY :

BARTOLETTI:

LETTIERI:

BARTOLETTI:

Councilwoman

Here.

Councilwoman

Here.

Councilman

Here.

Councilman

Present.

Councilman Butler?

BUTLER: Here.

BARTOLETTI:

Councilman Hoover?

HOOVER: Here.

BARTOLETTI:

Councilman Rinaldi?
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Here. Once
again, Tadies and gentlemen, welcome to the
regular meeting of the 01d Forge Borough.
Tonight is Tuesday, April 15, 2025. The
purpose of our meeting will be to go through
a few housekeeping motions. We'll then go
down the table and we'll hear from our
mayor, our council members, our department
heads.

The chief of police has a public
sign-in sheet if anyone would like to sign
in and address us at the end of the meeting.

Before we go to our regular meeting
Mayor Legg has a statement he would 1like to
make. He'd Tike to read a proclamation for
one of our citizens.

MAYOR LEGG: For those of you who
don't know this gentleman -- and I don't
think there's anybody who does not -- this
is Mr. Robert Gillette and his lovely wife,
Janet. He is the proprietor of Ferri &
Gillette Funeral Home. It's been there as
long as I've been alive and I'm older than
dirt.

Bobby, sorry for all the mystery. I
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couldn't tell you why I wanted you here
tonight. The Tast person that came two
weeks ago thought I had a sniper waiting.

You do so much for the community.
Most people don't even know what you do. I
know a lot of what you did do and I don't
think I know a third of it. Anytime
something is going down you're there. You
roll up your sleeves but you're not out 1in
front to get your picture in the paper.
You're there for the time, energy, effort,
money, whatever has to be done. You are a
tremendous person, you are a great citizen.

I have a 1ittle something I would
like to give you, if I may. I'm going to
read it from here.

“"This award is presented to
Mr. Robert Gillette for his continuous
support, dedication and generosity to the
borough of 01d Forge," and it's April 15th,
today's date, and it's signed by me. I
don't think there's anyone more deserving
than you.

MR. GILLETTE: Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Bob, if you'd
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come up we'd like to get a picture with you.

(Photo was taken.)

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI:
Congratulations. Mayor, once again, very
nice job. I know we had one a month ago
which was also a very nice job. It's nice
to recognize the people and the citizens of
the borough.

Bob, to you and your wife and
family, congratulations. Well deserved.

Ladies and gentlemen, we will
continue on with the meeting and we're going
to go right into our housekeeping motions.

Our first motion will be a motion to
approve the minutes from the prior meeting.

MS. SHOTWELL: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By
Councilwoman Jones-Shotwell.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 second 1it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Komensky. On the question?
PubTlic input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman

McCawley?
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MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel1?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. The
second item 1is motion to approve treasurer's
report. Please note this does not include
the sewer account.

MS. MCCAWLEY: TI'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilwoman McCawley.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Seconded by




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel17?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. The
third item is motion to approve invoices for
payment. Please note once again this does
not include the sewer accounts.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that

motion.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky.

MS. MCCAWLEY: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilwoman McCawley. On the question?
Public input? Rol11 call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel1?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Counciliman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Fourth

item is a motion to approve treasurer's
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report for

MR.

MR.

Councilman

MS.
MR.

Councilwoman Jones-Shotwell,

question?

MS.

McCawley?

MS.

MS.

Shotwel1?

MS.

MS.

Komensky?

MR.

MS.

Lettieri?

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

Public input?

the sewer department.

BUTLER: I'TT make the motion.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by

Butler.

SHOTWELL: I'l11l second.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by

On the

Rol1l call,

please.

BARTOLETTI : Councilwoman

MCCAWLEY: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman

SHOTWELL: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

KOMENSKY: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

LETTIERI: Yes.
BARTOLETTI: Councilman
BUTLER: Yes.
BARTOLETTI: Councilman
HOOVER: Yes.

BARTOLETTI: Councilman

Butler?

Hoover?
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10
Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Fifth
item is motion to approve sewer department
invoices for payment.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that
motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Komensky.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Butler. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel1?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?
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MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: CounciTmén Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. We'll go
into our first department head for his
report, our DPW manager, Joseph Lenceski.
Joe, good evening. Anything for the meeting
other than the report?

MR. LENCESKI: Nothing.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anybody have
any questions for Joe?

MR. BUTLER: Was it you guys that
were cutting that tree up? The one that
fell. Somebody cut it up. Right next to my
house, there. It fell out of Taroli's when
we got all that wet snow. It fell where I
cut the grass down that strip all way the
down to Joe McAndrew's. Al1 the wood is
sitting there. But somebody cut it up
today.

MR. LENCESKI: Wasn't us.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions for Joe? Thank

you, Joe.
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Mike Sokolowski, code
enforcement/zoning officer. Good evening,
Mike.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Evening.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything for
the meeting other than the report?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Mike?

MR. KOMENSKY: Mike, thank you very
much for the Tist of condemned houses and
all the work you put 1in on that. I
appreciate that.

MAYOR LEGG: Good job, Mike.

MR. KOMENSKY: I have just two
questions. It appears that maybe 0Oak Street
is possibly winding down?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: That's what the
lawyer said. He left me a message last
week.

MR. KOMENSKY: Good news. Then the
guy with the trailer on --

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I called him, never
got a return call. I'1l1l follow up on that.

MR. KOMENSKY: Like we did the other
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guy. Thank you very much. Appreciate your
hard work on that.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions for Mike?

MR. BUTLER: Mike, I wanted to thank
you because I know I've been busting your
chops meeting after meeting with these
condemned houses. You did a great job.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Thank you,
Michael.

Dave Lopatka, engineer, anything for
the meeting tonight?

MR. LOPATKA: I have nothing,
really, for the meeting. We did do a final
inspection at Pagnotti Tast week, last
Thursday. Couple minor punch Tlist items. I
have them listed on the report. They're
minor things that they're going to get
cleaned up. I approved their pay
application to Marylynn. They did a good
job.

I also met over there two days prior
with Aris and the engineers helping us with
the electrical and water and stuff just to

have them take a look at what was installed
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and what we need to make sure we add it to
the second phase. There isn't a lot of
additional stuff. One or two things we
pointed out with regard to what was
installed. There were a bunch of spare
breakers that were required in the box that
weren't there. That ended up being a punch
list item and a couple other minor things.

Other than that I don't really have
that much. I guess to go over MS4 stuff a
Tittle bit, we did have an inspection with
the EPA yesterday. Last week or the week
before they sent an e-mail out requesting a
bunch of information from the borough. I
provided them everything that we had. The
ordinances, inspection stuff. A bunch of
ordinance stuff we passed back in 2020 as
part of the stuff they were Tooking for. We
actually went out and looked at a couple
basins that the borough owns. We kind of
went over that stuff.

Also, as part of that -- and this
has been going for the last couple months.
I've been putting together your new MS4

permit application in addition to your plume
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reduction plan. I sent Marylynn, yesterday,
the ad. So it has to be advertised, the
PRP. Is has to be advertised and there's a
30 day public comment period that we have to
document any questions that come in to the
borough and address them however they need
to be if they need to be included 1in the
final application that we have to put in
after that 30 day period.

So she has the PRP posted on the
website, and the ad is going to be in this
week?

MS. BARTOLETTI: Yes.

MR. LOPATKA: Starting on Friday,
the 18th, and it will go to May 19th. That
30 day period after we just have to answer
any questions that come up from the public,
and then we'll make the submission for your
new permit.

EPA has a number of other items that
they requested from us. Get that within the
next seven days.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Anything else?

MR. LOPATKA: That's all.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
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have any questions for Dave?

MR. BUTLER: Can we get estimates
for the sod up there early? Because come
fall these guys are going to be busy and
that sod has to go in in the fall down
Pagnotti.

MR. LOPATKA: The sod 1ikely -- the
project will be starting in June. I mean,
all you really have to do is water it heavy
for the first two or three weeks for the
roots to take. I actually specked a certain
sod. I think Rick had mentioned a couple
companies that somebody he knew or something
at one time had a field done. I actually
called the company. I think they're down
towards Philadelphia. It's just a sod farm.
They make the sod that we specked for the
field. So really the sod, it's really two
weeks to a month where you have to water it
heavy for the roots to take and it will be
fine after that.

MR. BUTLER: But Tlet's bid, get the
bids early.

MR. LOPATKA: It's going out to bid

in probably two to three weeks. I have to
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go back to the -- that's why I brought them
up here the other day, to make sure it's
taken care of with regards to the
irrigation. The controls and all that
stuff. I actually talk to him earlier
today. He should have that for me by the
end of the week or sometime early next week.
The rest we have ready to go. Once I get
this information it will go out to bid
probably 1in the next two or three weeks.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions for Dave? Dave,
one question. Any update on the guardrail
on Howard Street?

MS. BARTOLETTI: I have that. The
work is going to be done on April 22nd.

MR. LOPATKA: There was some
confusion on there the way that they sent it
out. I know Marylynn had to go on and
accept it, and then they sent an e-mail
saying they changed their system. So I
think there was a little confusion.

MS. BARTOLETTI: I just called and
said what are we doing.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good. Thank
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you, David.

Police Chief, Jason Dubernas, good
evening, Chief. Anything for the meeting?

CHIEF DUBERNAS: Just to let you
know that the sign's up on the side of the
building.

The only other thing, after the
meeting I'd Tike to have a two minute
executive.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay. Any
members have any questions for the chief?

MR. KOMENSKY: Thanks for the work
on the sign, Chief. Looks really nice.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Thank you,
Chief.

Assistant fire chief, Bill Stull.

Good evening, Bill.

18

MR. STULL: The only thing I have is

I just want to thank Chief Dubernas and the
police department for putting up the signs
for our training last week. So that worked

out pretty good. Plus the letters we sent

out and whatever we put on social media. So

I don't think we had any complaints. That's

all I have.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: That training
that you put on, it was really interesting.
I only saw what you posted on Facebook, but
how many towns were involved?

MR. STULL: There was Taylor, 01d
Forge, Moosic, Avoca and Duryea. I think we
had 28 guys for the two days. It was really
nice because this gives the firefighters a
very real flashover, the simulator. They
put OSB inside of it. It's a controlled
situation. They put a burn barrel in there,
they starve it for oxygen, then they slowly
open the doors on it and let it flash and
then shut the doors again. They teach the
firefighters how to use a hose line to back
down the flames and everything before it
really flashes. It's pretty good.

They left here Tuesday and went up
to Dickson City. They use it up there.
Then they're going to Mount Pocono.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Good.
Anything else?

MR. STULL: That's it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members

have any questions for the assistant fire
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20
chief? Thank you, Bill.

Attorney Rinaldi, good evening.
Anything for the meeting?

ATTY. RINALDI: I have nothing, but
I think -- do you have a subdivision plan?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: There may be a
subdivision plan for approval, final.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for the solicitor?

MR. HOOVER: What do we have to do
to get that skill games going again to bring
it up front? We have to pick a number on
how many machines we want in each building.

ATTY. RINALDI: That was the one
thing. You kicked around some illegal and
changing the ordinance so they're legal up
to a certain number and in certain places.

MR. HOOVER: That only have 1iquor
licenses. I'd 1ike to get the ball rolling
on that for next meeting. We can think
about how many machines we want in each
building.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So not to cut

Councilman Hoover off, but so we would have
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to get together on our end and give you the
requirements we want, the way we want them?

ATTY. RINALDI: Well, amended.

MR. HOOVER: Mike, how many
buildings actually have them? Not places,
establTishments? Fifteen?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: You mean convenient

stores?

MR. HOOVER: Fifteen stores?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Probably something
like that. I'm not positive.

MS. SHOTWELL: You have that Tist.
Right.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I do.

MS. SHOTWELL: Could you send that
to us?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I'11 get that out.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, if you
wouldn't mind, since that 1list is there any
new places? I know of one. I know Turkey
Hi11 added two. I don't know of anywhere
else, though.

MS. SHOTWELL: West Mary Street.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: The old GI's.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Even 1if you
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have to go around one more time.

MS. SHOTWELL: Mucciolo's is now --

MR. HOOVER: How about the place
across the street?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: They didn't come i
yet. They never came back to me.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: They were
moving stuff in there today. We watched
them about an hour ago.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Unless they're
coming to planning again.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You can stop
over there tomorrow because we watched them
for at least a half an hour, 45 minutes.
They were carrying all kind of things.
Wood, carrying an easel, cardboard boxes,
shelving. They were constant for 45
minutes. I don't see them over there now,
but if you could stop over there tomorrow
and find out. Especially if they haven't
been to planning yet.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: They were but
they --

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So if they

came and were told what they needed to do,

22

n
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never came back but started doing what they
wanted to that's an issue.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: They never came
back.

MR. HOOVER: Right now the number is
zero.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Quick rundown,
what did they exactly want to do over there?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: First they said it
was a smoke shop. First thing was games.
They want to put games.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Did they
mention how many? So just smoke shop and
games?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Do we have
their name?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: I have something 1in
there, yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Are they from
01d Forge? No?

MR. STULL: No.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: I haven't
heard anybody who wanted to do anything. I

wasn't sure. So if you can stop over there
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tomorrow, find out what they were doing,
notify them what they shouldn't be doing.

MR. STULL: One question. I know
they're moving in before the occupancy
permit is signed off by the fire department,
that we need to do an inspection. The one
on Lonesome Road, that transport guy. The
old Blooming Idiots. He's been in there
since shortly after Christmas or before
Christmas, even.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Probably been
in there at least two, three months.

MR. STULL: So my question is how
did they get in there if we don't issue them
an occupancy permit to do what they're
doing?

MR. KOMENSKY: Mike, did they come
to planning?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes. Emmett has
those.

MR. STULL: So when they came to
planning we pretty much told them what they
needed. One of the things was the HOP and
everything else down there. They said they

weren't doing any renovations or anything in
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there, but they moved completely in there
doing work. I know the fire department
hasn't been down there since it was Blooming
Idiots.

But I just wanted to know how
they're getting in there without us signing
off on it.

MR. BUTLER: Could it be the
planning commission is telling them to do
this?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: No. The guy told
me he was moving his equipment in there and
just getting set up, his equipment. I told
him not to operate.

MR. HOOVER: They always push it to
the max.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: There's no
construction or nothing. He brought his
plans.

MR. KOMENSKY: I guess as long as
everybody agrees, Mike, you and Billy are
going to have to go down there. Billy needs
to get that occupancy permit signed.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Emmett, are

you here for them tonight?
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MR. MANCINELLI: I am not, but we
are working on that project. So we were at
planning maybe December, January, I can't
quite remember, and we submitted plans to
the engineer, Mike. They were under review.
We had a couple waivers. I was not aware
that they're in there.

The only thing we were doing on the
plan is we've applied to PennDOT, we've
gotten three comments sent on to the owners,
and then PennDOT wants a letter of intent on
what they plan on doing. The property was
Track Faster Corporation or something, so
they want to know who 1is able to sign
legally for the corporation for the permit
application. So I sent all that stuff over
to the owner. I'm waiting for that. Then
they also wanted the deed, which we have.

Some of the comments that we
discussed at planning were about the
connection to the sewer. So we were able to
reach out to the sewer authority to get a
copy of paid bills. I think January or
something. That was about evidence of

connection to the sewer.
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As far as inside, all we're planning
on is a PennDOT permit for a minimum use
driveway out front. We're going to curb the
front of the property so it's just one
access. Then we have, I think, based on the
zoning ordinance, the size of the building,
we put eight or nine parking spots behind
the building. So just a small parking area
behind the building just to comply with
zoning.

So our plan basically showing some
E&S stuff for the work, for the parking in
the back and the curb for PennDOT in front.
So that's all we've been asked to do. We
haven't been asked to do anything inside the
building. So I'm under the impression
what's in the building is staying as it is.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike said
there's no construction on the inside of the
building. You're just the architect.

MR. STULL: It is a change of use.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: So going back
to your question, you and Mike should get
together and go down there and see exactly

what he's doing. If he's operating, he's
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not supposed to be without the permit.

MR. MANCINELLI: Just for the record
we submitted application for a change 1in use
and land development.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Everything is
applied for but there's no permit granted
yet.

MR. MANCINELLI: Nothing's been
approved.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You think he's
operating.

MR. STULL: They're definitely doing
stuff in there.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: 1I've seen
them, too. If you and Mike go down there
and find out exactly what's going on and
1nstfuct them on what they can and cannot
do.

MR. STULL: So technically they need
an occupancy permit to be operating down
there.

MS. SHOTWELL: To operate a
business, not to be there. They're there,
you're repainting your new business.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: If they're




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

'29
open for business --

MR. STULL: They're operating.
Definitely operating.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: If they're
cleaning up stuff you don't need it, but if
you're conducting business, yes, you need
it.

MR. HOOVER: The other building on
Lonesome Road, do they have an occupancy
permit? The Millwright building, Master
Millwright, do they have an occupancy
permit? They're going to town down there.
So we better find out what's going on with
that. They owe engineering fees on that.
They're working down there every day. It's
a huge building.

MS. SHOTWELL: 1It's, 1ike, a year.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: They were
working in the old building.

MR. HOOVER: They don't want to pay
the engineering fees.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, you have
to go down there, too.

MR. LOPATKA: That was approved last

year.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: How long has
it been constructed? At Teast six months.

MR. KOMENSKY: That would be BIU.
Right? So did Joe give them an occupancy
permit?

MS. BARTOLETTI: No, the occupancy
permit is on hold.

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: He has to pay the
fee before we give him one.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: As of right
now we have across the street, the old
Blooming Idiots and Master Millwright.

MR. STULL: So Master Millwright,
their new building, we did do the inspection
on that on the fire side, and I believe we
signed off on the occupancy permit to you.
The fire department did. So once it's
singed off by the fire department we give it
to you. That's just giving our blessing
that we're done on our side and we inspected
it. The new building.

MR. HOOVER: We have to make sure
they know just because they're getting an
occupancy permit off the fire department --

MS. BARTOLETTI: They're very clear.




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

31

MR. STULL: When the fire department
signs off on the occupancy permit that only
goes to Mike. Nobody else. That's telling
Mike the fire department is done with it.

We don't give --

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Also when BIU signs
off it comes to me. It doesn't go to them.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, if you
can stop down there as well.

Borough manager, Marylynn
Bartoletti, good evening. Anything for the
meeting?

MS. BARTOLETTI: So my first
question is does anyone have any questions
on any of the financial reports of the
borough? No? Okay.

So tonight on the agenda we have two
resolutions, and the first one I just want
to give you a little information on so it
will be easier when we pass it. So
resolution number 17 is to apply for a DCNR
grant for Pagnotti Park, and it is called
the Entrance Enhancement Phase I. So we are
applying for this grant, and it's through

myself, Dave and our grant writers. We've
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been working on this, and it is basically to
try to construct a bridge, a walking bridge,
which we've been discussing for a very long
time.

The grant is through the Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources, and
it is a cash match type of grant. So the
total of the grant that we are applying for
is $432,533, and the borough's portion of
that would be $216,266.96. So we will vote
on that in a little bit, but I just wanted
to give you a little bit of information on
it. Does anyone have any questions on that?

Then the next item on the agenda is
resolution number 18, but it is to adjust
resolution number 16 of 2024. It is for an
LSA grant that I had applied for, and we put
it under safety. So it came back to us that
they want us to change the name. We had to
adjust some of what we were asking for. So
now it's going to go from being called
safety equipment to purchase of new
vehicles. Anyone have any questions on
that?

Then the next item is just the
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invoice for Linde Corporation, and that's
for the work at Pagnotti.

So Dave had started to tell you
about the meeting that we had yesterday with
EPA, and one thing I just wanted to ask
council, I think that it might be beneficial
for us to add to our committee list or add
MS4 to our committee 1ist since it's
something that each year gets bigger and
bigger, and it's something that I think
council really needs to be much more
involved in. So I don't know if you would
like to add it to a committee that's already
on our Tist or if you would 1like to create a
new committee.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Would you
rather create a new committee?

MS. BARTOLETTI: I would. I would
like it to be -- and we can really call it
MS4 Committee. Because there's so much
involvement with EPA and DEP it's much more
than just Dave and myself and Joe meeting
with these people. Like, council members
will be getting pulled in and be more

involved in it because there's so many
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stipulations that they are putting on us and
it's all going to come to you guys anyway.
So I think it's better to be involved from
the very beginning. So whoever you guys
want to put on it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: We can discuss
it.

MS. BARTOLETTI: I think that would
be something really good.

MR. HOOVER: I'd T1ike to chair that
committee.

MS. BARTOLETTI: That would be good.

MR. LOPATKA: Just from my side --
and I had mentioned to Marylynn and maybe
even Joe -- that committee Tikely should
have myself and Joe at some of these
meetings that you guys have so that I can
kind of explain to you some of the stuff
that's required on the borough side, and
then there's some stuff that the DPW needs
to do with regard to training and some other
things.

MS. BARTOLETTI: It's just something
that's getting really, really, really big,

and doing it from the ground level I think
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would be much more beneficial. I think,
Jimmy, you went to the one meeting that we
had with the city of Scranton about joining
with them. It all kind of goes hand in
hand. That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any members
have any questions for Marylynn?

MR. KOMENSKY: How about the senior
center?

MS. BARTOLETTI: The senior center
is moving along. It's coming along very
well. I need Dave after the meeting because
there's a couple things that we had picked
out -- flooring, for example -- that 1is no
longer available, so they brought some
samples in. But I think it's moving along
very well.

MR. LOPATKA: We had a job meeting
two weeks ago. Some of that information was
put together. We actually did a little walk
through. There was a couple other minor
items they needed an answer on that I
believe we answered at that meeting. The
architect was there and was actually doing a

good job keeping, 1ike, any submittals that
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come in taken care of. So it's kind of
eliminated Marylynn from being building
inspector and contractor.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Any other
members have any questions?

MR. HOOVER: Mare, I got a call from
Lou Febbo and I had called Dave about it
last week and he happened to be down at
Linde's. I met him down there. I went to
see Lou to see what the problem was. Across
the street from his house is an old swale
that has never been cleaned out. At the
intersection there's a pipe that goes
underground just the other side of the road.

MR. LOPATKA: It actually goes
parallel down his driveway. It goes 1into
his property and then the water continues
beyond there.

MR. HOOVER: It continues down and
goes into the field. He asked if we can
clean that culvert out, that swale. It's
all overgrown with trees and bushes and
twigs. He said if we can clean that out,
maybe get the vac truck there and clean that

pipe out as a temporary fix, eventually
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maybe put a pipe in there. Like Dave said,
we'd still have to get the pipe down to
Milwaukee Avenue. But where do you go from
there? Then 1it's across the street to Saint
John's Creek. That's another story. Right
now the crews can do it or --

MS. BARTOLETTI: 1It's across Angela
Drive?

MR. HOOVER: The pipe goes
underground. It's filled. It overflows the
intersection and then goes on his property.
Maybe this week we'll take a look at it,
walk it and we can solve this Tittle bit of
a problem for him.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Before we go
into new business we'll go to public
comment. Mr. Kania?

MR. KANIA: Good evening. My reason
for being here tonight is to offer thanks.

I spoke to you Tast week regarding the raw
sewage problem. I spoke about it at the
February meeting. I just want to publically
thank Joe Lenceski and Mike Sokolwski for
their intervention with the property owner.

We finally got that squared away. A big
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And along with your advice for me to

submit a bid for repair of the sidewalk and
wall, that's been submitted. I appreciate
your consideration. Thank you.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Emmett
Mancinelli?

MR. MANCINELLI: I'm good. I got
what I needed.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Mike, will we
have to approve that tonight?

MR. SOKOLOWSKI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Okay. We'll
move into new business. First item under
new business, item one will be resolution
number 17, motion to approve for a DCNR
grant for the Pagnotti Park entrance named
Entrance Enhancement Phase I for
$432,533.92. That's a cash match grant?

MS. BARTOLETTI: It is. So the
match would be $216,266.96.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: The chair
would entertain a motion to approve.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 make that

motion.
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Councilman

MR.

MR.

Councilman

Public 1input?

MS.
McCawley?
MS.
MS.
Shotwel1?
MS.
MS.
Komensky?
MR.
MS.
Lettieri?
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

number two

RUSSELL RINALDI:

Komensky .

LETTIERI:

RUSSELL RINALDI:

Lettieri.

BARTOLETTI:

MCCAWLEY:

BARTOLETTI:

SHOTWELL:

BARTOLETTI:

KOMENSKY :

BARTOLETTI:

LETTIERI:

BARTOLETTI:

BUTLER:

BARTOLETTI:

HOOVER:

BARTOLETTI:

Motion by

I'T1T second it.
Seconded by

On the question?

Ro11 call, please.

Councilwoman

Yes.

Councilwoman

Yes.

Councilman

Yes,

Councilman

Yes .

Councilman Butler?
Yes.
Councilman Hoover?

Yes.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Itenm

is resolution 18.

It's going to

39

Councilman Rinaldi?
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be a motion to adjust resolution number 16
of 2024 to change the scope of the grant
application from safety equipment to
purchase of new vehicles.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Let's just add the
dollar figure. It's $176,183. It is a
Monroe Local Share Assessment grant.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: By Councilman
Butler.

MR. KOMENSKY: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Komensky. On the question?
Public 1input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel1?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman

Lettieri?
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MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item
number three will be a motion to approve
payment application number one from Linde
Corporation for the Pagnotti Park baseball
field in the amount of $153,157.409.

MR. HOOVER: I'11 make that motion.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Hoover.

MR. LETTIERI: 1I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Lettieri. On the question?
Public input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwell?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
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MR.

MS.

Lettieri?

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

KOMENSKY :

BARTOLETTI:

LETTIERI:

BARTOLETTI:

BUTLER: Yes.

BARTOLETTI:

HOOVER: Yes.

BARTOLETTI:
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Yes.

Councilman

Yes.

Councilman Butler?

Councilman Hoover?

Councilman Rinaldi?

RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. Item

number four is a motion to approve the Emlaw

Concrete final approval.

in?
MR.
MR.
approved?
MR.

be signed.

MR.
reviewed all the plans?
MR.

MR.

SOKOLOWSKT :

Mike, plans all

Everything's done.

RUSSELL RINALDI: Planning all

SOKOLOWSKTI:

Yes, just needs to

RUSSELL RINALDI: Dave, you've

LOPATKA: I did.

RUSSELL RINALDI:

you and your company?

MR.

Approved by

LOPATKA: Yes.
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ATTY. RINALDI: This has to do with
his court case, so everything's done.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: You've
reviewed it and everything 1is good?

ATTY. RINALDI: Yes.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Motion on the
floor to approve the final approval for
Emlaw.

MR. BUTLER: I'11 make the motion.

MR. RUSSEL RINALDI: Motion by
Councilman Butler.

MR. HOOVER: I'11 second it.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Seconded by
Councilman Hoover. On the question? Public
input? Roll call, please.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
McCawley?

MS. MCCAWLEY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilwoman
Shotwel1?

MS. SHOTWELL: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
Komensky?

MR. KOMENSKY: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman
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Lettieri?

MR. LETTIERI: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Butler?

MR. BUTLER: Yes.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Hoover?

MR. HOOVER: Emmett, thanks for
getting this through. It took a while.

Yes.

MR. MANCINELLI: It's been a
challenge.

MS. BARTOLETTI: Councilman Rinaldi?

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Yes. If the
members don't have any more items for new
business we'll go down the table before we
adjourn. Mayor Legg?

MAYOR LEGG: I have to tell all you
folks -- Mike, Joe, Chief, Marylynn,
attorney Rinaldi -- your monthly reports are
excellent. Excellent. They're very
informative, and believe it or not I go
through them. I'm surprised of how much you
people do during the course of the month. I
think you should ask for a raise.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: Councilwoman

Jones-Shotwell?




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

45

MS. SHOTWELL: Real quick, I think
Mr. Legg's proclamations are pretty great.

I don't know if it's going to be a whole
series of proclamations, but I don't know
how you follow up Mark and Angelo Genell's
except for Bob Gillette. Congratulations.
I Took forward to the next recipient.

MR. KOMENSKY: First thing, I would
like to thank the historical society for
their open house over the weekend. I
visited there and it was nice to see a 1ot
of the old artifacts. Brought back a Tot of
memories. So it was great.

The second thing I want to talk
about is as we have all seen the past week,
the violence at the governor's mansion in
Harrisburg. I mean, horrible. Thank God.
It doesn't matter what side of the aisle you
sit on, this violence has to stop. I,
myself, will not condone this type of
violence, and I know everyone sitting at
this table doesn't. Somehow it has to stop.
Then to hear the comments that the gentleman
said about using a hammer is, Tike,

unbelievable.
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So I just want to say I'm glad that
the governor and his family are doing well,
but if you think of it in the back of your
mind it's just Tike the White House is the
people's house, the governor's mansion is
the people of Pennsylvania's house. So it's
kind of an attack on each and every one of
us. We should all be offended. I'm just
glad the governor and his family are doing
well, and I would hope throughout a lot of
intervention this stuff stops.

The Tast thing I do want to say is I
hope everybody -- my colleagues, the staff
and every resident in the borough -- has a
very happy Easter and enjoys time with
family. That's all.

MR. LETTIERI: Bobby,
congratulations again.

MR. BUTLER: Just another kudo out
to my old teammate, Bobby Legg. Keep them
coming every week. I mean, it should be
Tike an ongoing thing because this town 1is
full of people that have really done a lot
for the town. Congratulations, Bobby. Well

deserved. But I kind of T1ike it.
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MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It's great. I
agree with you. Great job.

MS. MCCAWLEY: Echoing everybody
else, great job on the proclamation.
Congratulations, Mr. Gillette. Happy
Easter.

MR. HOOVER: Bob, congratulations,
you and your wife. What you do for the
borough is amazing. That's all I have.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: It's tough
going last because everything else is said.
But just for the record, Mayor, great job
again. I think Tike everybody else. I know
I received a Tot of feedback Tast month, I'm
sure we all did, when you started it. A 1ot
of people said this should be ongoing. I
would say this is something the mayor
started. I don't want council to take
credit for it. I said he's involved with
it. He does the proclamations, he calls in
who he thinks. So I trust your judgment. I
hope you continue to do it. Again, like
everyone else said, I think it's a great
thing.

Congratulations to you and your
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family again. It's well deserved. You do a
lot for our community, for the people of 01d
Forge. It definitely doesn't go unnoticed.

Just real quick, I would said a
little bit of what Councilman Komensky said
already. You put it perfectly and touched
on it completely, but I also am very happy,
I'm sure we all are that sit at this table,
that the governor's family is safe and thank
God that it wasn't worse. They caught it in
time. Thank God they caught the gentleman
who did it. It's definitely no way to act
towards anybody, whether you're a public
official or just a citizen in the country or
a human being in the world. Acts of
violence Tike that are completely condemned
by, I would say, all of us who sit here and
all of the people in the world. So I'm
happy that the governor and his family are
safe.

A very happy Easter to everyone in
the borough and everyone at the table and in
the room. We hope you all have a safe,
health, happy holiday with your family.

Council had a quick executive
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7:00 and we're going to have another quick
one.

If the members don't have anything
else the chair would entertain a motion to
adjourn.

MR. KOMENSKY: So movement.

MR. RUSSELL RINALDI: By Councilman
Komensky. A1l in favor?

(Unanimous. Meeting adjourned.)

49
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I hereby certify that I attended the foregoing
proceeding, took stenographic notes of the same, that
the foregoing, consisting of 49 pages, is a true and
correct copy, done to the best of my ability, of same

and the whole thereof.
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Mark WOzn1ak
Official Court Reporter
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